
ger on one drop!  Our 
friends from Reno, 
Woody, Linda, Andy 
and Debbie also had a 
nice cooler filling day 
on cabrilla.  The off-
shore scene starred 
the sailfish, dorado, 
and yellowfin tuna.  
There were 55 bill-
fish released with the 
majority being sails.  
Leroy and his family 
from Carlsbad came 
down for their first 
trip and had a memo-
rable double hook-up 
on a sail and striped 
marlin. There was 
even a 600 pound 
class blue marlin 
landed the day be-
fore our arrival.  I’m 
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By Carlos Gaudier

People fish for many reasons.  Some want 
that trophy catch, while others want to fill the 
freezer for the year.  For Team “No Bananas” 
probably the two most important reasons are 
to have an incredible fishing adventure and 
to just hang out and have a good time with 
great friends. This is why my buddies and I 
love to go down to the East Cape.  In par-
ticular Team “No Bananas” has been fishing 
the Let’s Talk Hookup Tournaments at both 
Rancho Leonero and Palmas de Cortez during 
the past 7 years.

It never ceases to amaze me that each trip 
down always turns into a fantastic adventure.  
In the years past our group has had fantastic 
times both inshore & offshore and this year 
followed suit.  The inshore action was high-
lighted by our friends Pam and Phil who love 
to get jiggy with the pargo, cabrilla and am-
berjack.  Pargo Pam even caught a 2 for 1 deal 
when she butterflied up a nice pargo and trig-

FISHING WITH A DOLPHIN - 2008 LET’S TALK HOOK-UP/
HOTEL PALMAS DE CORTEZ FALL FISHING SPECTACULAR

sure glad we did not get beat up 
by such a brute!  Some lucky 
boats were fortunate to get into 
some wide open dorado bites.  
Pete, Jim, John, and Mark had 
a phenomenal bite where “the 
fish were literally jumping into 
the boat”.  Another regular, 
Ken and his friend Rod found a 
floating cardboard box holding 
20-50 pound class dodos.  In 
addition to the dorado, the boats 
also had a tunariffic time land-
ing fish up to 80 pound class as 
we chased the dolphin.  Speak-
ing of dolphin, we always look 
forward to catching up with 
this bunch.  As Pete and Rick 
know, Team No Bananas loves 
fishing with the dolphin since 
they hold one of our favorite 

By Gary White

The Excel’s Beautiful looks is surpassed only 
by design that includes all 
the details necessary to 
make your vacation on the 
Excel the fishing trip of a 
lifetime. Millions of dol-
lars have been invested to 
make sure she is the best 
equipped fishing platform 
ever put on the water.

The 2008 Let’s Talk 
Hook-up 6 day trip aboard 
the Excel was one of those 
special fishing trips with 
variety, expectations, and 
the world class operation 
we all knew the Excel is 
famous for.

Thanks to a group of 
19 anglers traveling from 
Chicago, Illinois. The Chi-
cago group has joined us 
each year starting back in 

2002. Special thanks to Chicago group leaders and 
great fishermen Humberto Suarez, Al Agrimonti 
and organizer John Massard.

Other anglers that have 
fished on the Let’s Talk 
Hook-up trip in the past 
are Marvin Keller and Dr. 
Bob Blum.

For me, the trip starts 
weeks prior to the depar-
ture as I access the Excel 
web site, gathering infor-
mation about the current 
fishing conditions.

The day of departure 
was filled with introduc-
tions and questions about 
where we were going.

After the crew filled 
the bait tanks with live sar-
dines, the fishermen were 
ready to leave the harbor 
and rig their gear.

The decision to travel 
to Alijos rocks was an-

nounced by Captain Justin Fleck and a seminar 
that afternoon would give us more information on 
what to expect or how to rig our gear. We traveled 
down the coast of Baja looking for fish-holding 
kelp paddies along the way.

Gary White with a dropper loop Yellowtail

Mark Weir with a nice yellowfin tuna 
caught on a school of dolphin 44 miles 
from Palmas de Cortez, landed on a Shi-
mano Tinidad 30 with 30 pound Berkley 
Trilene and a Cal Star 700m rod
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HOT BITES

PETE GRAY & RICK MAXA

Hosts of Let’s Talk Hook-Up

Hook-Up

We are facing some of the 
most challenging times to be an 
angler in southern California.  
The economy has taken it’s toll in 
the fishing community with sev-
eral businesses seeing hard times 
and some not able to “weather 
the storm”.  In addition, on the 
forefront of all our minds is the 
pending MPA closures that are 
now being decided.  Yes, indeed 
we are facing hard times, but the 
bottom line we are still going to 
buy tackle and go fishing.  De-
pending on your budget, from 
surf fishing to long range fishing, 
there is nothing that replaces the 
thrill of a hookup!  Do not let bad 
news deter you from continuing 
your passion.  Anyone that has 
experienced the thrill of a hookup 
knows there is no better way to 
relieve stress and forget what is 
going on in the rest of the world 
than time on the water…so - turn 
your cell phone off for a while and 
go fishing!   

Hopefully you have had the 
chance to check out our new web 
site:  www.hookup1090.com.  
There are several new features 
to make the web site more user 
friendly. The first thing you will 
notice is the updated information 
giving the latest happenings in 
the fishing world and the world of 
Let’s Talk Hook-up.  You can now 
sign up for our e-mail blasts that 
we will send periodically giving 
you information on our trips and 
other happenings with the radio 
show and fishing community.  We 
are now able to offer you updated 
archives of virtually every Let’s 
Talk Hook-up program.  It is 
our goal to get these archives up 
within two days of the show, so if 
you miss a show or want to review 
one, the information will be fresh.  
You can also follow instructions at 
the top of the page and download 
these shows right into your Ipod! 
There will be plenty more great 
features and information coming 
in the future, so be sure to say 
tuned to Let’s Talk Hookup and 
our web site www.hookup1090.
com

Thank you for listening.  

By Captain Wayne Slahor

If you are out there target-
ing marlin, you should decide 
beforehand if you are going to 
release the fish.  If you are, use a 
circle hook on your bait rig – this 
will reduce deep or foul hook-
ing of the fish and will facilitate 
easier release.  On your trolling 
lures use a single J hook rig or 
you can try a single circle hook.  
A double hook rig is not recom-
mended if you plan on releasing 
the fish – they are much harder 
to remove from the fish and 
cause more damage to the fish.  
In addition, these hooks become 
a potential hazard to you should 
the fish start thrashing while you 
are trying to remove the hook.

If you want to tag your fish 
– you should leader the fish as 
quickly as possible and wait 
until the fish is calm and swim-
ming alongside the boat before 
tagging.  Insert the tag in the 
shoulder muscle 1 or 2 inches 
below the tallest part of the 
dorsal fin. Avoid the head, gills 
and stomach areas. Take care 
not to allow the fish to injure 

MARLIN RELEASE TECHNIQUES

itself on the side of the boat or 
the transom.

Be sure to completely fill out 
and return the tagging report 
card to the Southwest Fishing 
Science Center.

Do not remove the fish from 
the water – you can get great 
photos of the fish in the water. 
Hauling the fish out of the water 
causes stress on its internal or-
gans and removes him from his 
oxygen supply.  Keeping the fish 
in the water greatly improves its 
chances of survival after releas-
ing it.

If the hook is visible, it can 
be removed with a pair of pliers 
while someone is holding the 
fish by its bill. There are a few 
new dehookers out on the market 
which look like they will work 
very well. If the fish is deeply 
hooked, cut the line as close as 
possible to the mouth.  I have a 
safety cutter attached to my tag 
stick for this purpose. 

Revive the fish by motoring 
slowly forward while holding 
the fish by the bill, keeping it 
underwater – allowing the water 
to flow over the gills until color 

returns and the fish begins to 
swim or “kick” on its own. Be 
patient and keep trying. I have 
seen fish revive after more than 
15 minutes of towing.

Obtain a copy of the Billfish 
Newsletter by the Southwest 
Fisheries Science Center, it is 
a wealth of information about 
your billfish fishery and has the 
results of the tagging efforts.  
Tags can be obtained at the 
Marlin Club of San Diego, or at 
the National Marine Fisheries 
Service.

Remember… let them go to 
fight another day!
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Berkley. The edge you need 
for fishing in the zone.

Seaforth Sportfishing Customer Appreciation Day
Saturday, November 15, 2008
www.seaforthlanding.com

Blue Water Tackle/San Diego Fly Shop
Winter Blow Out Sale
Saturday, November 15, 2008
www.bluewatertackle.com

Baja Fish Gear 3rd Annual Garage Sale and Clearance
Saturday, November 22, 2008
www.bajafishgear.com

San Diego Boat Show 
January 8-11, 2009  
San Diego Convention Center
www.sandiegoboatshow.com

Fred Hall Fishing Tackle and Boat Show
March 4-8, 2009
Long Beach Convention Center
www.fredhall.com

Fred Hall Fishing Tackle and Boat Show
March 25-29, 2009
Del Mar Fairgrounds
www.fredhall.com
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Full & Multi Day Trips
1. 65’ AZTEC
2. 60’ CORTEZ
3. 60’ ENDEAVOR
4. 75’ LEGEND
5. 50’ ORION
6. 65’ OUTER LIMITS
7. 72’ PACIFIC STAR
8. 65’ PACIFIC VOYAGER
9. 55’ VOYAGER
10. 65’ RENEGADE
11. 65’ DOMINATOR

1717 Quivira Rd ~ San Diego, Ca 92109
Call 619.224.3383 for info and reservations

www.seaforthlanding.com

S P  O  R T F I S H I N G

15 BOATS FOR ALL YOUR FISHING NEEDS:
1/2 Day & 3/4 Day Trips
12. 85’ NEW SEAFORTH
13. 65’ SEA WATCH
14. 75’ SAN DIEGO

Six Pack Trips
15. 36’ EL GATO DOS

Check out our 
fully stocked bait 
and tackle store!

By Dennis Copson

“Let’s go to Cross Pond,” I sug-
gested to Fred during my visit to 
Maine in September, 2003, intent 
on revisiting one of the places of 
our youth. He eagerly agreed. Fred 
liked sentimentality, especially that 
associated with our growing up to-
gether. We had pretty much spent 
our adult years apart. That is one 
of the cruel ways of modern life 
-   separation by the exigencies of 
careers and all that goes with that. 
Time passes much too fast. We 
were now getting reacquainted al-
though the circumstances were not 
the best. We had a lot of catching up 
to do - quickly! 

From the age of about seven 
years old, we would accompany our 
Uncle Harry fishing ‘up the road’ to 
Cross Pond in Morrill, Maine. (Aunt 
Ruth would go sometimes. Uncle 
Bruce never attended this event as I 
remember; he was not a fishing guy. 
Never once saw him fish.) Our Sun-
day afternoon after-haying fishing 
expeditions were memorable and 
rewarding adventures. Every time.

This was always an exciting 
exploit for us. It began with sev-
eral men loading this small but ex-
traordinarily heavy rowboat onto 
our flatbed farm truck. This was 
no small task since, in constructing 
it, Granddad had spared no wood; 
this became the subject of intense 
discussion each time loading or un-
loading it was attempted.

Not discussion really. More like 
cursing and moaning by all con-
cerned questioning why in God’s 
name he had built it so heavy. (No 
matter how many times that boat 
was handled, the same complaints 
ensued.)

My grandfather was so proud of 
his hand crafted boat, built more to 
withstand the heavy waves of the 
North Sea than the ripples of Cross 
Pond, he never noticed - or pre-
tended not to - any complaints. He 
simply stood back and beamed in 

earnest seeing his own sturdy ves-
sel being readied for a fishing trip.

 Once the boat was loaded, we 
youngsters would jump up on the 
back of the truck for the ride up 
Poor’s Mill Road to the pond. This 
was fun in itself as the wind hit our 
faces and we waved to the neigh-
bors along the way. If any trip away 
from the farm was an adventure at 
our age, our fishing forays were es-
pecially exciting.

After traveling a few miles on 
that country road, Uncle Harry 
turned off and drove down a well 
used dirt path along a stone wall 
in a hay field belonging to some 
farmer whose name I never knew. 
Those were friendlier days. Today, 
it would be considered trespassing. 
We paid no mind to that and were 
never reproached for doing so.

Ahead, through a break in the 
trees, loomed Cross Pond and our 
launch area. The pond was usually 
placid and beautiful, the surface 
calm and flat, the sun warm and al-
luring. A perfect setting for a good 
afternoon of fishing.

Unloading the boat was again 
accompanied by the same com-
plaining that had preceded the load-
ing. Every time. We all tugged and 
pulled and wrestled with that boat 
until it thudded to earth. We then 
scooted it along the grassy ground 
and the small pebbly beach to the 
water’s edge.

Sooner or later we launched, 
piled in with our fishing gear, an 
ample supply of bait, and a great 
deal of anticipation of the large 
catch we were about to amass. And 
not to forget the delicious picnic 
sandwiches our Aunt Ruth had pre-
pared for us. Fishing makes a man 
hungry, ya know.

This was a rowboat fully loaded 
– no, overloaded – so rowing was 
another adventure. Any sudden 
movement would result in a wave-
let of water spilling over the sides. 
Our bailing tin was used regularly 
to keep most of the water out of the 

boat, but there was always enough 
sloshing around the bottom to en-
sure one would not escape without 
wet feet.

Soon we would anchor at our 
favorite fishing spot in the vicinity 
of a patch of lily pads. The water 
was clear; you could peer over the 
sides and see bottom at twenty feet 
below.

 We had no fancy baits or lures 
either. Simply plump, wiggly worms 
dug from the composted cow ma-
nure piles behind the old cow barn. 
There were always plenty available 
there. Fish loved them. Free bait, 
unlike today. We put hundreds in 
old tin cans salvaged from the gar-
bage. 

This was fishing at its most ba-
sic. There was neither fancy equip-
ment nor electronic fish finders. 
No motors. Simple and fun fish-
ing. “Drop a line,” my Grandfather 
would say, a woven cotton fishing 
line bought by the spool at the local 
hardware store tied to the ends of 
our simple cane poles also bought 
there. We did splurge on Eagle Claw 
brand hooks then thought to be the 
best available. Most likely still are. 

From a very young age we 
could bait a hook. Uncle Harry had 
us fishing the farm brook almost 
as soon as we could walk. So we 
needed little assistance in getting 
our lines into the water and begin-
ning to fish. And fish we did – all 
afternoon nonstop - catching white 
perch, yellow perch, and bullheads 
at times. There were large pick-
erel there and I wanted to catch 
one badly, but they were elusive. I 
never did. An occasional eel would 
be caught. I loathed those squirmy, 
slippery eels. They seemed like 
something out of the prehistoric 
past and did not resemble any fish I 
knew; I wanted nothing to do with 
eels.

We fished until near dusk. My 
grandfather loved fish so this was 
not a sporting event to him so much 

as it was an opportunity to stock up 
for a week or more of fish eating. 
That we did.

With darkness fast approach-
ing, we would row back to shore 
and begin the loading procedure in 
reverse. Only now the intensity of 
the discussion increased due to the 
fact that the boat had absorbed wa-
ter and was even heavier than when 
dry.

The fish were stuffed into empty 
grain sacks brought along from the 
cow barn. It was not unusual to have 
two or even three of these burlap 
sacks full of fish. Dozens, maybe 
fifty or sixty fish, were bagged and 
loaded some still flopping about. 
Enough fish to keep our grandfa-
ther busy cleaning them half the 
day Monday. Cleaning and smiling 
the whole time. He loved fish. Any 
time, any kind. Even for breakfast.

In the aftermath of his cleaning 
efforts, fish scales were everywhere 
about the front porch for days. 
Those scales were wretched eye-
sores and fly attracting nuisances. 
They resisted being swept away, 
washed away, or even blown away. 
But my Grandfather enjoyed ev-
ery minute creating that mess. The 
more scales, the more fish he would 
have to eat.

We followed this summer fish-
ing routine for many years stopping 
only when we became involved with 
greater opportunities, wider inter-
ests, and broader horizons. Friends 
got their own cars. Maybe even 
girls had some play in it…girls, it 
seemed back then, weren’t much 
interested in fishing. As much as I 
hate to admit it now, girls became a 
more appealing option than fishing 
as we grew into our teenage years. 
(Though, now in my sixties, that 
thinking has somehow mysterious-
ly reverted back to the old ways.)

Time plays tricks with one’s 
memory. It is odd remembering 

SUMMER SUNDAYS ON CROSS POND

See POND, Page 9
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targets, tuna!  Scott, Rick and 
Bernie landed the biggest game 
fish of the tournament, an 81 
lbs. yellowfin, which won them 
a nice Accurate reel donated by 
Jack Nilsen.

Along with the incredible 
fishing we are also fond of re-
uniting with the great friends 
we have met through the years.  
It’s definitely a fun and friendly 
bunch which makes these trips 
that much more enjoyable.  There 
are the usual suspects; The LTH 
gang (Pete, Jim, John, Mark, & 
Chubasco), Tom and Lou, Pargo 
Pam and Phil, The Poway gang 
(Jim, Mary, Jimmy, Janine), 
Dan, Chris, and Linda from LA, 
the Reno/Tahoe bunch (Woody, 
Linda, Andy, Debbie), our great 
neighbors the San Diego Prison 
Guards, and of course Ron and 
Cathy Gaines who celebrated 
their 40th Anniversary down in 
the East Cape.  It was quite a ro-
mantic story as Ron gave Cathy 
a Knobie for an anniversary pres-
ent.  I guess the Knobie can do 
wonders for a marriage as well!  
We also met some new friends 
from Tampa, Greg and Tom with 
whom we shared fish stories and 
recipes.  The Famous Frank from 
Long Beach even made a special 
guest appearance with his son 

Dan.  In addition, the friendly 
Palmas staff definitely adds to the 
charm of the East Cape.

As for the tournament results, 
Team No Bananas comprising of 
Drew Varos, Manny and Carlos 
Gaudier, was fortunate to win our 
first LTH Palmas tournament.  We 
were very diligent in making sure 
no bananas were snuck into our 
coolers this time around, I believe 
this was the key to our success.  
We won a trip back to Palmas so 
we can defend our title.  Second 
place went to Tom and Tony from 
Team Bob on This (#1) and they 
were rewarded 2 $75 gift cer-
tificates to Fisherman’s Landing.  
Team Weekend at Bernie’s, Scott 
from Connecticut and his friends 
Rick & Bernie Mc Bride, took 
third and 2 $50 gift certificates 
to Fisherman’s Landing.  Team 
M.T.I., Mike and Mark had the 
most billfish released, 9 sails.  
The El Zorillo Award (a.k.a. zero, 
skunk, bagel, doughnut) went to 
Pam and Phil Bensimon of Torna-
do Magnets.  Per the judges’ rea-
soning, since Pam actually caught 
2 fish, a pargo and a trigger, at the 
same time on the butterfly the two 
fish should actually cancel each 
other out.  Personally, I think this 
judgment was made under the in-
fluence of too much tequila!  Just 

kidding.  Along with the regular 
tournament we also had the first 
ever Gulp Surf Fishing tourna-
ment.  This was held right after 
our first day of tournament fish-
ing right off the beach of Palmas 
de Cortez and was a great way 
to cap off the day.  Although the 
surf fish could not compare to the 
size of their offshore brethren, the 
participants still had fun on the 
beach pitching Gulp and gulping 
down Coronas provided by the 
hotel.  The competition was stiff, 
but in the end Manny Gaudier 
won the inaugural event with a 
scale straining 7 oz. porcupine 
puffer fish.  Cathy Gaines came 
in second with a toad sculpin at 6 
oz. and I came in third with a 5 oz. 
damsel fish.  In regards to the size 
of surf fish caught, there is defi-
nitely room for improvement for 
next year’s Gulp event!  Thanks 
to Bob Hoose for providing the 

Gulp and the nice Abu-Garcia rod 
and reels for prizes.

Muchas Gracias to the Van 
Wormer Family and their won-
derful staff for their gracious hos-
pitality.  Also to Pete, Jim, John, 
and Mark, for hosting another 
great tournament.  Thanks to  Ac-
curate, Berkley, Fisherman’s 
Landing and the Van Wormers 
for providing the fine prizes.  We 
are already looking forward to 
next year’s tournament scheduled 
for Oct 14-18, 2009.  Salud to 
good fishing, fun times and great 
friends!

DOLPHIN -- INCREDIBLE FISHING ADVENTURE 
Continued from Page 1

By Dave Dolan

On Sept. 5, a group of 20 anglers 
boarded the Searcher for a  Lets 
Talk Hook Up  five day trip.The trip 
would be captained by owner/ opera-
tor Art Taylor.

My first thought when going on a 
multi day trip is “how comfortable is 
the boat?”. I had not been aboard the 
Searcher, so I did a quick walk thru. 
The four heads were all remodeled, 
clean, spotless, and they stayed that 
way for the trip. The private rooms 
had wide beds, storage shelves and 
sinks. The galley was roomy and 
already had out those never ending 
snacks. I knew I was on a comfort-
able boat.

We picked up a great load of 
bait at the receiver and were soon 
headed to Guadalupe Island. After 
the boat safety talk we had a raffle. 
There were prizes from the show’s 
many sponsors, and everybody won 
something. The grand prize winner 
took a Shimano TLD 20/40 star drag 
reel.

Before arriving at Guadalupe 
Island the morning of day two, Art 
gave his fishing seminar. Guadalupe 
is a “quality” rather than “quantity” 
fishery. And we were told that the 
most important rule is to get that big 
yellowtail off the bottom and out of 
the rocks. Also, you have to button 
down the drags to get the fish up 
before the visitor in they grey suit 
arrives.

For a first timer like this writer, 
the initial view of Guadalupe is awe-
some. When you think of the remote-
ness, 240 miles from Point Loma and 
150 miles off the Baja coast, this is 
a place truly in another world. The 
island walls rise abruptly from the 
steel blue colored water. Then high 
above, a forest can be seen at the 
3,700 foot summit elevation.

As with any island fishing, the 
currents play a big role in the fish-
ing. Unfortunately, the flows were 
not favorable for us. Captain Art 
made many moves over the reefs 
and pinnacles, but we just could not 
seem to get set up just right. On the 

first day, the fishing gods were not 
smiling on us.

On the second day, we did man-
age to get a pick on the fish. But 
when you are the only boat in the 
area, and pulling up fish just one at a 
time, that is an open dinner invitation 
for the Great White Sharks. Several 
fish were lost to a pair of the 9 foot 
“taxmen”. I was pulling up what I am 
sure was a trophy yellowtail. Then 
right at the surface, an estimated 15 
foot, 2,000 lb. great white broke the 
surface up to its pectoral fins and 
took my fish. My first thought was 
“that #^@(*&^ shark!!!”. Then I 
realized, when will I ever again see 
such an awesome sight.

Due to the shark problem, Cap-
tain Art made a gutsy call. We would 
make an overnight, 15 hour run to 
San Benito Island, where there were 
reports of a good yellowtail bite. 
Don’t let anyone tell you that the 
sportboat captains don’t want to burn 
fuel to find the fish.

Our move to San Benito paid 
off.. Everyone on the boat spent most 

of the day pulling in 15-25 grade of 
yellowtail. By the end of the day, it 
was “no mas”.

Our last day as we motored back 
up north, we found only spotty fish-
ing on a nice grade of yellowfin and 
yellowtail. But after the previous 
day, everyone was happy with the 
catch.

This was my first 5 day trip. I’ve 
done plenty of the shorter one to 
three day trips and two 10 day trips. 
This 5 day is ideal. You get the flex-
ibility of covering a lot of area that 
you can’t do on a 3 day. And this 
trip does not require the time and 
financial commitment of a 10 day 
or longer trip. 

And when choosing a boat for a 
5 day trip, I would certainly recom-
mend the Searcher. Art Taylor runs a 
fine operation. The crew was always 
right there with any assistance. The 
food was great, and way too much 
of it. The boat fishes well and was 
always in top shape. For  Guadalupe 
Island, you could not make a better 
choice in a boat.

GUADALUPE SHARKS AND ‘TAILS AT SAN BENITO

Advertise Your Business in the 
Let’s Talk Hook-up Newsletter!

For information contact:
Tom Ball

phone:  541-285-8381
e-mail:  tball@west.net
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By Richard Zapata

I was around 10 years old and 
had no adult male to with which 
to explore the great outdoors or go 
fishing. I had read that Chollas Lake 
was about to be open to the public 
after being closed for a long time. I 
decided to go fishing even though I 
didn’t know how to fish or own any 
gear.

Down to Long Drugs I go to buy 
a rig & some bait. That Zebco 202 
& a bucket of redworms was all I 
could afford. I didn’t know what to 
buy, but that 202 looked pretty darn 
cool.  

The following Saturday I wake 
my mom up to drive me to the lake. 
I fish all day ‘til around 2pm with 
no luck. That’s when I walk down 
to the face of the dam. Half way 

down I see 2 bass making a nest. 
The smaller bass on the bottom & a 
huge bass on top. 

I saw that huge bass & was 
shaking in my sneakers (PF Flyers). 
I opened my bait  bucket  & found 
that I was out of redworms.  I looked 
down & found a Crème purple plas-
tic worm on the ground & tied it on 
& threw it out there.  Perfect shot as 
it floated right in front of that huge 
bass & she sucked it right in.  For a 
split second I didn’t know what to 
do, then I struck her hard. 

I had her hooked for a few sec-
onds, then the line went snap. I was 
disappointed as she went her way. 
Later after dinner I went out back & 
found that 202 & retired it.  After 40 
years it still sits on my mantle with 
a brass plaque stating  “Almost a 
Whopper Stopper”.

THE ZEBCO 202

2838 Garrison Street ~ San Diego, 92106   
Phone: (619) 226-2403 ~ Email: reservations@searchersportfishing.com

www.SearcherSportfishing.com

SEARCHER
Sportfishing

Dept 1 p.m.       Ret 8 a.m.            Days         Cost     Load             Sponsor

DEC 1  DEC 10  9 2910 22 FOR 2008--Fish down/Fly back  
       from Cabo San Lucas!
JUNE 6  JUNE 13  7 1795 22  Alijos Rocks/Ridge
JUNE 13  JUNE 18  5 1325 22 Qualia Reels Open Charter
JUNE 18  JUNE 21  3   775 25. Western Outdoor News Open--
       Call MIke 949-366-0030 ext 30
JUNE 21  JUNE 26  5 1325 22 Penn University Open
JUNE 26  JUNE 30  4 1095 25 976-TUNA Open--free tshirts and  
       tackle! 
JULY 1  JULY 3  1.5   360 32
JULY 3  JULY 7  4 1175 29 Izorline Open with Norm Fujimoto
JULY 7  JULY 9  1.5   360 32
JULY 9  JULY 11  1.5   360 32 Let’s Talk Hook-up Shimano  
       Seminar. Departure at 6 p.m.
JULY 11  JULY 14  3   895 29
JULY 14  JULY 16  1.5   375 30 Limited Load
JULY 16  JULY 21  5 1750  20 3rd Annual Idaho Open Charter
JULY 26  JULY 31  5 1450 25 Strictly Fish Open Charter
JULY 31  AUG 4  4 1175 29 Izorline Open-Free line!
AUG 4  AUG 8  4 1175 29 Accurate Products Open Charter
AUG 8  AUG 11  3   895 29 Let’s Talk Hook-up Shimano 
       Seminar

Sportfishing

Let’s Talk Hook-up would like 
to thank Hawthorne Equipment for 
sponsoring HAWTHORNE’S GREAT-
EST FISHING STORY.  The contest 
started July 19th and ran for 8 weeks.  
We had hundreds of stories submitted 
during the promotion.  Each weekly 

winner won a Hawthorne prize pack-
age worth about $70 and then was 
eligible to win the $1000 shopping 
spree to Fisherman’s Landing Tackle 
at Fisherman’s Landing in San Diego. 
Congratulations to our winner Rich-
ard Zapata of San Diego.



WHEN I WAS 7 YEARS OLD…

By J.J. Gerritsen

When I was 7 years old, my dad woke me up early one Monday 
morning.  It was after the weekend and I was anticipating going to 
school.  When I opened my eyes, my dad stood over me wearing a 
green and blue tattered sweatshirt.  Not his usual going to work clothes.  
He said “wake up son, we’re going fishing.”  He carried a thick rod 
with a big heavy reel I’d never seen before.  We drove down to the 
pier at Paradise Cove and boarded the Island fox.  

I was thrilled by the movement of the boat as it pushed through 
the calm morning water, breaking the surface with its bow.  It was my 
first time on a fishing boat.

Soon the rumbling of the single diesel engine slowed and then 
stopped.  The loud speaker crackled as the captain spoke to his an-
glers.  I was so excited, I had no idea what was said.  My dad scooped 
some anchovies into an old coffee can he had brought.  The flipping 
anchovies in the can captured all my attention.  I tried to pick them up 
and laughed because I couldn’t hold onto them.  The second I thought 
I had caught one, it would burst into a wiggling spasm and jump out 
of my hand leaving my hand coated with shiny scales.  

My dad carefully picked them up one by one, pushing a large 
hook through them as they tried to wiggle away.  After the last of 
the five hooks on the ganion was baited my dad lowered them over 
the rail and let ‘em go.  I watched as they sank into the deep blueish 
green water until I could no longer see them.  I didn’t know what 
would happen next but my senses were heightened and I was excited 
by this feeling.  Soon the sinker hit bottom and my dad put the huge 
reel into gear and cranked in a few turns.  My dad rested the rod on 
the rail with a large flat plate which was attached to the rod in front 
of the reel.  He handed me the but section of the rod and told me to 
just hold the rod still.  Almost immediately the rod began to jump and 
shake.  The jerking and bouncing of the rod tip from fish rattling the 
hooks at the other end of the line electrified my senses.  I felt a rush 
of excitement as my dad steadied the rod and I cranked on the reel 
for what seemed like forever.  I peeked over the rail after every crank 
eagerly wanting to see what I was reeling in.  Finally, I saw something, 
bubbles.  I thought whoa, there must be something big down there.  I 
wasn’t disappointed, just then five large reddish colored fish floated 
up at the end of my line next to the boat.  I couldn’t believe it.  I just 
caught those fish!  They’re huge!

Since that day, I’ve been very lucky and have spent my life pursuing 
a dream which allows me to still experience those thrilling emotions, 
day after day.
 
  I’m J.J. Gerritsen, Thanks Dad! 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST FEATURE:

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ARTICLES FROM YOUTH AND LADIES FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTERS.

IT CAN BE A FUN STORY ABOUT A FAVORITE FISHING ADVENTURE, A STORY  
ABOUT HOW MUCH YOU LOVE TO FISH, OR ANY STORY RELATED TO FISHING. 
IF  YOU HAVE ACCOMPANYING PHOTOS, THAT IS GREAT TOO.

THE STORY SHOULD BE 500 TO 1000  WORDS.

SO, IF YOU ARE 16 OR UNDER OR A LADY ANGLER AND WANT TO  PARTICIPATE- 
E-MAIL YOUR STORIES TO WEBMASTER TOM AT TBALL@WEST.NET

FURY FOR THE DANA WHARF 
LADY ANGLERS

By Jennifer Blue

Another fun trip on the Fury for the Dana Wharf Lady Anglers! 
With the fishing being very good off shore, there was a decision 
made by the Captain and Charter Master to go outside and try 
our luck on  the paddies.

The area was being fished 
heavy by all the landings but 
still produced.

The first jig strike was at 
daybreak on the albacore.  There 
were a  few bait fish caught on 
this short stop, but they didn’t 
stop so we  were back on the 
hunt.  The albacore remained 
elusive for the rest of the trip, 
but there were lots of stops on 
the kelp that produced some 
very nice yellowtail and a few 
nice dorado.  

Beverly May scored with 
two nice yellows, while Nadine 
Cardello, celebrating her 31st 
consecutive year  of fishing 
with the ladies had the jackpot with an albacore.  Nadine Maze, 
another long time member was right behind her with a beautiful 
dorado and an albacore.

Everyone caught fish and had a great time.  Way to go la-
dies! 

For information on charters,  (Men are welcome!)  log on to 
our website at danawharfladyanglers.com.

KID
S’/

LA
DIE

S 

CORN
ER

Nadine Cardello 31 year 
member with jackpot fish



2008-09 SCHEDULEDATES                  DAYS      LOAD PRICE

NOv 5 NOv 15 10 32 2685   MERRITT OPEN

NOv 15 NOv 25 10 28 3095   TEAM WHOO

NOv 28 DEC 14 16 23 4600   BRAID PRODUCTS OPEN 661-266-9791

DEC 15 DEC 22   7 32 1700   OPEN

DEC 26 JAN 5 10 32 2305   CHRISTMAS SPECIAL OPEN

JAN 6 JAN 21 15 28 -------   JERRY BROWN RIDE/RIDE OPEN

JAN 22 FEB 6 15 28 -------   OPEN RIDE DOWN/RIDE BACk

APRIL 17 MAY 4 17 24 -------   MIkkELSEN BIG FISH SPECIAL

7Fall/Winter  2008-09 Let’s Talk Hook-Up

For complete information and reservations, call the EXCEL office (619) 223-7493 or 
Fisherman’s Landing (619) 221-8500 Check out our website at www.excelsportfishing.com

The Largest, Most Luxurious Long Range Sportfisher in the San Diego Fleet

By Pete Mabrey

About four years ago, a friend 
of mine told me about some fan-
tastic stuff he had won by calling a 
radio talk show called “Let’s Talk 
Hook-Up”.  He said that all you 
had to do was call in between 7a.m. 
and 9 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday 
and if your call got put on the “air” 
you automatically would be put 
into a drawing for whatever was 
being given away that day on the 
show.  He had won a rod and reel at 
the time so the following weekend, 
I called in and while it was kind of 
like public speaking, after getting 
over my initial shyness, I loosened 
up a bit and could actually make it 
through that first call.  I didn’t win 
anything that time, but over years, 
LTHU has been, let’s just say very, 
very good to me!  Of course, I also 
have been a loyal and dedicated lis-
tener and at times, have even given 
up some of my best secret spots on 
the air just to help out my fellow 
anglers with a shot at exotics in ar-
eas where no one would know they 
live.

On Sunday August 9th, I called 
in to LTHU during the second hour 
of the show and had a chance to re-
late a story about fishing with the 
legendary Bob “Dart” Fletcher on 
the New Lo-An many years ago 
when Nick was still running the 
boat.  I didn’t even know what 
the giveaways were because I had 
turned on my radio late that morn-
ing, but when at the end of the show 
I heard my name called for winning 
a free entry into the San Diego Rod 
and Reel Club’s Big Fish Tourna-
ment, I went nuts!  The really funny 
part came though when my friend 
who had originally told me about 
LTHU also was named as the win-
ner of a SPOT satellite messenger 
system being given away, too!  We 

exchanged phone calls and couldn’t 
believe we’d both won on the same 
day, too funny!

Since I don’t own a boat, I would 
need to find someone to fish with so 
I made a quick call to Randy, one 
of my closest fishing buddies to see 
if he was interested.  We had fished 
the Western Outdoor News “San 
Diego Challenge” saltwater tour-
nament several years ago and had 
been lucky enough to finish first in 
the halibut division by catching 63 
lbs. of halibut, including a 26.56 
fish landed by yours truly!  Randy 
had just come off a stellar weekend 
of landing white sea bass, yellowtail 
and a 40 lb hali-
but, all caught 
off of La Jolla 
and his first re-
sponse was that 
he didn’t wanted 
to be restricted 
by a tournament 
the following 
weekend when 
he planned to hit 
up the same spot 
again to see if 
the luck would 
continue to hold.  
A bit crestfallen, 
I hung up the 
phone and began 
to think about 
what would be 
my plan B.  

A couple 
of days went by and I was hadn’t 
made any headway in finding a ride 
when Randy called me back to say 
he had “a couple of questions about 
the tournament’s IGFA category”.  
Can you say “HOOK-UP”?!  I 
swear, sometimes fisherman get as 
curious as fish do if the bait looks 
juicy enough!  After some short 
discussion, it was decided that we 
would fish the tournament after all 

and focus our efforts on the IGFA 
category since there had been a de-
cent local bite lately on the sea bass 
and halibut.  The third member of 
our team, Todd was agreeable and 
once again, we were ready to com-
pete.  Our game plan was to get to 
La Jolla around 1a.m. on Saturday 
morning and try to get the squid to 
float that had been there for the past 
three weeks.  Once we’d filled the 
bait tank, we would drift the spots 
and hope for another big halibut or 
sea bass. Since the IGFA category 
was based on the fish caught that 
was closest to the all-tackle world 
record for dorado, halibut, white 

sea bass and 
yellowtail, we 
figured that 
our best bet 
would be to 
catch a  hali-
but that would 
be closer to the 
record of 58 
lb. 6 oz. and 
maybe even 
get luckier and 
hook a white 
sea bass that 
would be close 
to the record of  
83 lb. 1 oz.  

All good 
f i s h e r m e n 
know that 
every day is 
different and 

although as we drove through 
the dark night with the full moon 
and seemingly perfect conditions, 
we didn’t know if the squid that 
had been around the week before 
would be there again to give us the 
edge we almost certainly would 
need to finish in the money.  Un-
fortunately, after metering really 
nice sign of bait and lowering the 

light over the side, our hopes of 
squirts rising from the depths to be 
jigged or brailled gave way to frus-
tration when all we encountered at 
each spot we tried were schools of 
mackerel, bat rays cruising around 
the skiff and even a mini-fleet of 
four barracuda that swam by in a 
tight formation past the light.  After 
an hour of unfulfilled anticipation, 
we decided that it was time to quit 
“cutting bait” and start fishing, so 
up went the light and out came the 
fresh frozen squid that the guys had 
captured during their previously 
stellar weekend of fishing.

We drifted until the sun came 
up without much of anything, save 
the occasional mac attack.  A few 
of the smaller unit mackerel were 
caught and redeployed on the drop-
per loop, but even those didn’t get 
what we came there for.  Around 7 
a.m., the spot was rapidly becom-
ing corroded with kayakers and 
we watched in envy when a couple 
went sled riding past us, pinned to 
what turned out to be yellowtail in 
the 20 lb. class.  These fish had us 
salivating, but since we weren’t 
getting bit, we began to get anxious 
to start concentrating on halibut we 
departed from the edge of the kelp 
and drove north to happier hunting 
grounds.  We had been very suc-
cessful in the past fishing halibut 
from Blacks beach all the way up 
to Del Mar and past the race track 
toward Solano Beach so once we 
decided to make the move, we got 
into full ‘but mode.  

Our first fish came at 10 a.m. 
and turned out to be an 8.6 pounder 
which raised our hopes a bit when 
we did the math and figured we 
were only a little less than 50 lbs. 
off the IGFA all-tackle world record 

We Support United Anglers

IF IT’S A CALSTAR,
YOU’RE FISHING WITH THE VERY BEST

Calstar rods 
and blanks are 

unique and 
considered by 
many to be the 
finest in the 

world

The Ultimate 
in Quality, 

Performance, 
and 

Durability

Calstar Rods are available at fine tackle stores everywhere

Visit our website: www.calstarrods.com

TEAM GREYZONE NEARLY SLAMS SAN DIEGO ROD AND 
REEL CLUB BIGFISH TOURNAMENT IGFA CATEGORY

See GREYZONE, Page 10 

Todd Groessl’s 31.9lb Halibut
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E X P E R I E N C E
East Cape’s Premier Fishing Resort
Let’s Talk Hook-Up Members receive a
10% room discount in all categories

Rancho www.rancholeonero.com

Leonero (800) 646-2252

Join Pete Gray, Rick 
Maxa and their special 

expert guests each week 
for the latest fishing 

information...from deep-
sea fishing to flyfishing 

& tackle to travel.

Saturday
and

Sunday
7am - 9am

To Catch 
The Latest Line 

On Fishing, Tune In...

Upcoming guests:

N
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11/15 - LIVE FROM SEAFORTH SPORTFISHING
11/16 - CAPT TIM EKSTROM
11/22 - DAN OSTROSKY AND ED DILLON
11/23 - DOUG KERN
11/29 -  CAPT JIMMY DECKER
11/30 -   CAPT BRIAN KIYOHARA

12/6 - BILL BOYCE
12/7 - TBA
12/13 - JUSTIN POE
12/14 -  BOB FLETCHER AND STEVE CROOKE
12/20 -  MARK WISCH
12/21 -  CAPT FRANK LOPRESTE
12/27 -  TBA
12/28 -  TBA

1/3 -  TBA
1/4 -  TBA
1/10 -  JACK NILSEN AND DEL MARSH
1/11 -  GANG FROM BLUE WATER TACKLE
1/17 -  DAVE PFEIFFER

Approaching the Alijos rocks 
they seem to rise from the surface of 
the ocean as everyone double checks 
their gear in anticipation of the big 
game action.

As soon as the crew dropped the 

anchor many anglers were hooked 
up with Wahoo, Tuna, Yellowtail and 
Dorado. The rest of the day we had 
3 to 10 fish hooked up at all times. I 
have never seen the ocean as calm 
around the rocks as we enjoyed the 
first day.

Many anglers tried fly fishing 
and Dr. Bob Blum submitted to the 
International Game Fish Association 
a 5.5 lb fish yet to be identified for a 
new IGFA world record.

Our second day at Alijos rocks 
started with wind and it was build-
ing.

The fishing was not as fast al-
though the size of tuna improved.

Another boat from San Diego 
arrived and we finished the day with 
good counts on a lot of the same as 
we had the first day.

Captain Justin Fleck announced 
we would travel overnight to the 
Baja Coast and try our luck on Yel-

lowtail.
We arrived at the coastal Yellow-

tail hot spot early the next day.
The Yellowtail fishing was all we 

could handle on fish from 15 to 32 
pounds biting on dropper loops, yo 

yo jigs, surface jigs, 
Fish Trap lures and 
just basic fly lined 
sardines.

This trip’s final 
day of fishing was to 
be drifting for Hali-
but at San Martin Is-
land. Captain Justin 
Fleck provided our 
group with 4 days 
of fishing on a 6 day 
trip.

T h e  H a l i b u t 
would not bite very 
well, although we 
did get into log-size 
Barracuda and line-
tangling Bonito. It 
was another great 
day of fishing with 
my new fishing bud-
dies.

Finally it was 
time to break down 
our rods and reels, 
pack our personal 
gear and have the fi-
nal Let’s Talk Hook-

up dinner-time raffle.

Every passenger fishing on the 
Excel won a raffle prize at the nightly 

LONG-RANGE -- AS SOON AS THE CREW DROPPED THE ANCHOR...
Continued from Page 1

Jackpot winners first place 68 pound Yellow fin 
tuna by Humberto Suarez of Chicago, Ill. Sec-
ond Place 58 pound Yellow fin tuna by Dave 
Ascher of Wayne, Ill. and third place was a 55.2 
pound Yellow fin tuna by Kevin Massard from 
Bartlett, Ill.  All three of the Jackpot fish were 
caught using a balloon to get the bait away from 
the boat.

dinnertime raffles.
Thanks to Chef Jason Fleck and 

the entire Excel crew for the service 
and meals that can’t be beat on any 
other fishing vacation or destina-
tion.

Thanks to the Let’s Talk Hook-up 
radio show host Pete Gray, Rock Cod 
Rick Maxa and the radio show spon-
sors for all the nice prizes.

The winner of the grand prize of 
a Shimano Torium 14 reel was John 
Keller from Westchester California..

Jack pot winners for the trip 

were:  first place went to Humberto 
Suarez from Chicago, Illinois with a 
68 lb. Yellowfin tuna, second place 
winner was Dave Archer of Wayne, 
Illinois with a 58 lb. yellowfin tuna 
and finally the third place winner was 
Kevin Massard from Bartlett, Illinois 
with a 55.2 lb Yellowfin tuna.

The Jackpot was a Chicago group 
sweep.

Dr Bob Blum with a fly fishing 
Yellowtail
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POND -- SIMPLY PLUMP, WIGGLY WORMS
Continued from Page 3

noon return to Cross Pond. We once 
again seemed to connect as we dis-
cussed our youth and our long ago 
summertime fishing at that beauti-
ful tranquil place. There were mo-
ments of silence as we stood on the 
same pebbly shoreline gazing out 
on our past. I am certain we both 
were contemplating our future: 
mine as an aging man remembering 
youth, Fred’s so uncertain. 

My brother, Fred, died one year 
later almost to the day. That after-
noon return to the past had been one 
of our ‘On Golden Pond’ moments 
in his last year living.                                                      

that pond as seeming to be so large 
when we were so young. When I 
again visited there in September 
2003 with Fred, ill with terminal 
cancer, it had seemingly shrunk 
considerably. But the fond recol-
lections of those bygone times had 
not diminished and were still vivid 
as Fred and I stood that day at the 
same launching spot we’d been 
fifty years before, reminiscing on 
those boyhood adventures we’d had 
then. Geographically nothing had 
changed really. We had changed; 
we had aged. The pond had not.

I fondly recall that fall after-

ners and fly fishing.

December – March
Winter is a great time for steel-

head on the Oregon Coast, with many 
rivers to choose from.  The Chetco, 
Elk and Sixes, Coquille on the South 
Oregon Coast and the Umpqua, Sius-
law and Alsea on the Central Oregon 
Coast produce excellent numbers of 
wild and broodstock (harvestable) 
steelhead.  Check water levels before 
planning a trip to ensure best results.

May and June
Excellent warmwater fishing 

is available on all Central Oregon 
coastal lakes.  Largemouth Bass, 
Yellow Perch and White Crappie will 
be biting in Siltcoos and Tahkenitch 
Lakes (just south of Florence).  All 
lakes will be stocked with Rainbow 
Trout, which will be active.  Finally, 
excellent fishing for wild Cutthroat 
Trout can be had in many streams 
and lakes beginning Memorial Day 
weekend.

July and August
Albacore tuna and ocean salmon 

highlight summer fishing on the Or-
egon Coast.  Tuna appear as close 
as 10 miles in some years.  Chinook 
salmon ocean fishing was closed 
in 2008, but expect it to be better 
than ever in 2009, along with great 
catches of fin-clipped Coho salmon.  
Many ports, such as Brookings, Coos 
Bay (Charleston) and Newport offer 
close-in opportunities for rockfish 
and ling cod.

Pro Guide Jeff Jackson was 
schooled in Fisheries at Humboldt 
State University and has worked for 
the United States Forest Service and 
California Dept. of Fish and Game.  
Jeff also writes a weekly column for 
the Siuslaw News (Florence, OR) on 
fishing, boating, safety and natural 
history of area salmonids. Feel free 
to contact him with any questions re-
garding these fisheries.  He can give 
you information on everything from 
equipment you’ll need to river levels 
to places to stay. Jeff “Action” Jack-
son: www.actionjacksonfishing.com 

By Jeff Jackson

Hello Sportsmen!

No matter what time of year 
you’re here, there’s always some-
thing to fish for.  From salmon and 
steelhead to crabbing to excellent 
warmwater fishing, any time is a 
good time to visit.  Here’s a brief de-
scription of fishing highlights for this 
fall and next year.

September and October
Early fall is the time when other 

Oregon Coast rivers begin to shine.  
This is the best time of the year to be 
on the Oregon Coast with warm days, 
cool nights and great fishing.  The 
Siuslaw, Alsea and lower Umpqua 
really begin to produce excellent 
numbers of Fall Chinook.  On the 
Siuslaw River near Florence, early 
Kings will be caught on trolled her-
ring and spinners in the lower river.  
During late September and October, 
many bright fish will be caught fur-
ther upriver on bait under bobbers.  
Try fishing during the week to avoid 
crowds.

November and December
Many world-class fishing oppor-

tunities are available on the Oregon 
Coast in late fall.  Fall King fishing is 
still excellent on many rivers, includ-
ing the Elk and Sixes Rivers, Chetco, 
Siuslaw and Alsea.  A variety of tech-
niques produce fish: bobber fishing, 
backtrolling plugs, diver/bait and 
drift fishing.  Be prepared for rain 
and cold weather as this is the time 
of year when it rains more often than 
its clear. Another unique fishing op-
portunity is the wild Silver (Coho) 
Salmon fishery available on Siltcoos 
and Tahkenitch Lakes on the Central 
Oregon Coast.  This is the only wild 
Coho fishery in Oregon and fishing 
can be great.  These are ocean-run 
fish that enter the lakes to spawn in 
the tributaries after water levels in-
crease.  These fish average 10 lbs. 
and can be caught much larger.  Sil-
vers stack up in the tributary arms 
and can be caught many ways: troll-
ing plugs and spinners, casting spin-

ANOTHER GREAT YEAR OF FISH-
ING ON THE OREGON COAST
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Important note to those who submit photos:
 All photos, once submitted, become the property of Let’s Talk Hook-up, Inc. and may be re-

printed and/or used on at the discretion of Let’s Talk Hook-up. All photos of minors need their 
parents’ or guardian’s written permission before we can publish them.

hookup1090.com
On the web the Let’s Talk Hook-Up “Links Page” is 

loaded with links to informative pages including:

You can sign up for our e-mail list for the latest in fish-
ing information and news, or check the show archive 
page to catch shows you may have missed. You can also 
view past issues of the Let’s Talk Hook-up newsletter.

Send us your favorite fishing photo or story by mail or 
e-mail and it might end up as a featured item on our 
website or in the Let’s Talk Hook-Up newsletter.

Berkley Fishing Products
Rancho Leonero
Turner’s Outdoorsman
Fisherman’s Landing
Shimano
Shogun
Blue Water Tours
San Diego Sportfishing Council
Ford Motor Company
Bob Baker Auto Group
Kingfisher Charters
Dana Wharf Sportfishing
Cass Tours
Royal Star
Fisherman’s Landing Tackle
Sportfishing Association of
California (SAC)
Playa del Sol, Palmas de Cortez,
Punta Colorada
H & M Landing
Seaforth Sportfishing
Vessel Assist/Boat US
Yamaha USA
Dana Landing
Polaris Supreme
Searcher Sportfishing
Terrafin Sea Temperatures
Pacific Edge Tackle
Crocodile Bay Lodge

United Anglers of
Southern California
Hawthorne Machinery
Anglers Center
Excel Sportfishing
Point Loma Sportfishing
Calstar Fishing Rods
Western Outdoor
News Subscription
Royal Polaris
Aftco Manufacturing
Red Rooster III
Point Loma Seafoods
Sea Witch Marine
Davis Boats
22nd St. Landing
Fred Hall Fishing Show
Hook Line & Sinker
Blue Water Tackle/
San Diego Fly Shop 
American Angler
Baja Fish Gear 
Sundance Marine
Independence Sportfishing
Schock Boats
Sato’s Custom Tackle
The Longfin
Tony Reyes Fishing Tours

for California halibut, but we still 
knew we would need a fish in the 
20s to make an impact and give us 
a shot at big money.  An hour later, 
a smaller, 26 inch fish was brought 
onboard and while it was a legal, 
we didn’t expect it to do much for 
us.  Since we weren’t fishing for 
cumulative weight, it didn’t seem 
to matter much at that point.  

We finished up on Saturday 
weighing in the 8.6 and 5.2 hali-
but at the Dana Landing weigh 
station.  The dock talk was that no 
other halibut, sea bass or yellows 
had been weighed in, apparently 
someone had brought in a small 
dorado, but that was it.  Oh yeah, I 
forgot to mention—the tournament 
organizers had mistakenly listed 
the world record weight for dorado 
as 55 lb. 11 oz. in the tournament 
rules sheet.  We knew that the true 
record weight was closer to 88 lbs. 
so we had to discuss that when 
we went to the weigh-in.  One of 
the tournament officials said that 
since everyone was fishing under 
the assumption that the weight 
was 55.11, they couldn’t change 
it.  However, he was quickly rebut-
ted by another tournament worker 
who said that if it was a mistake, 
it would need to be corrected as 
the format called for IGFA weight 
and if they made the error, it was 
their fault.  When we heard this, 
we were a bit relieved and felt that 
we might have a chance for at least 
one of 1st, 2nd or 3rd place with 
our larger fish.  We agreed to bring 
back proof in the morning of the 
true IGFA weight and went home 
to get some sleep and regroup for 
the short window of fishing we 
would have the next morning with 
final weigh-in at 10 a.m.  Turns out 
that the IGFA weight listed under 
“Dorado” refers to a freshwater fish 
also known as a golden dorado and 
that weight is 55 lb. 11 oz.  IGFA 
lists dolphinfish, known as dorado 
and mahi-mahi as 87 lbs.  That was 
the mistake that had been made.

When we met at the launch 
ramp the next morning, we all 
showed the signs of sleep depriva-
tion and we were a lot less peppy 
than we’d been 24 hours earlier as 
we glided out the channel toward 
Mission Beach where we’d spend 
the little time we had to either do 
some damage or limp home scratch-
ing our heads and wondering if we 
should have gone offshore instead 
trying to a hook a tuna.  Getting sit-
uated over the first spot we wanted 
to start fishing from took only a 
few minutes.  While we were me-
tering around a hard bottom spot, I 
dropped down an LA Slider on the 
bass rig and got simply hammered.  

The fish fought like a halibut and 
we were beginning to think that the 
day would start off with a bang!  A 
couple of minutes later, still under 
the slowly brightening grey morn-
ing sky, we looked down at color 
to see a huge upturned mouth com-
ing up at us.  I yelled “halibut!”, 
but then the fish got a bit closer and 
we could clearly see it was a nice 
ling.  Randy lip gaffed it perfectly 
in case it was sub-legal, but after it 
was halfway out of the water, there 
was indeed no question it was a 
keeper.  It wasn’t the right kind, but 
it was a nice shot in the arm and a 
good way to get our blood flowing 
for what was before us.

We drifted north a bit and fi-
nally hooked a mackerel and then 
a few minutes later a short halibut, 
but that was it and the time was be-
coming a factor.  It was finally about 
8:30 when we decided to angle in 
slightly and try a little shallower 
than the 60 foot depth we were fish-
ing in when all of sudden I noticed 
Todd’s rod shake a bit and then 
take a quick dip, characteristic of a 
halibut biting a bait dangled from 
the boat’s rod-holder.  Todd, who 
had been dozing off and on earlier, 
now was at attention and grabbed 
his pole as a deeper bend set in and 
when he took a couple of cranks, all 
hell broke loose and we could tell 
he had hooked the right kind and 
in a very big way!  We hurriedly 
cleared our other lines and Randy 
began positioning the skiff to help 
plane the fish up as Todd held on 
for dear life and got a crank every 
once in a while.  The big fish took 
a couple of heart-stopping runs, but 
was finally coming our way and it 
was time for the moment of truth.  
I leaned over the starboard rail as 
much as I could to balance the boat 
as both Todd and Randy were situ-
ated on the port side getting ready 
for the gaff shot.  Finally, after 
what seemed like forever, I heard 
Randy say “oh, my God, this is a 
huge fish” and then he sank the gaff 
and pulled the fish over the rail and 
up toward the bow.  

When I first saw the fish I 
couldn’t believe we had really done 
it!  Flopping in the air and nearly 
throwing Randy off balance was at 
least a 30 lb. halibut!  We went bal-
listic all at once, but before things 
got too out of hand, we secured the 
fish partly in the cooler and forced 
the lid down as much as we could 
with the broad tail protruding out at 
least a foot.  That was when the cel-
ebrating began in earnest!  Look-
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ing back, we probably should have 
dropped down again to see if we 
could have hooked another bruiser 
fish since we still had plenty of time 
to make the weigh-in, but it was 
quickly agreed that we had what 
we had come for and with our gear 
stowed, we drove proudly back into 
Dana Landing to see how much our 
huge halibut would weigh.

When we got to the weigh sta-
tion, no one was even on the dock 
and we figured we’d need to call up 
to bring someone down.  The fish 
was still moving, even though we’d 
given it quite a few good whacks 
with the bludgeon.  Not wanting to 
have it regain enough of its senses 
to decide otherwise and flop into the 
bay, we took a few more swings and 
the last shot to the head sent blood, 
goo and brains splattering every-
where, but it was enough to make 
the fish move no more.  I guess 
seeing some activity on the dock 
brought down the tournament offi-
cials and as soon as they saw what 
we had to weigh in, the previous 
conversation about the IGFA weight 
for the dorado became a moot point.  
Once the scale steadied the readout 
was 31 lb. 9 oz!  Nice fish for sure!  
With 30 minutes left to weigh-in, 
and unless someone luckier than we 
were was weighing in a bigger fish 
over at Shelter Island, we knew we 
were going to win the IGFA catego-
ry!  Wooooohoooooo!

When we got to the award ban-
quet, we met with the tournament 
officials who advised us that we 
were going to be awarded 1st place 
for our 31.9 lb. halibut, and that we 
had “tied” for 3rd place with the 
8.7 lb. dorado that had been caught 
the day before.  Because the record 
weight had been incorrectly stated 
in the tournament rules literature, 
the officials felt that they would be 
doing the right thing to split third 
place money with the small dorado 
and our halibut.  We thought about 
it for a second and then agreed that 
it was best not to be greedy and 
make a big deal over it and no one 
could take 1st place away from us, 
so we agreed and walked away with 
$625 for first place and $162.50 for 
the 3rd place tie.  Not a bad way 
to finish a “free tournament”, huh?  
Thanks again Let’s Talk Hook-Up 
for giving us the opportunity to turn 
a well timed phone call into a nearly 
$800 payday!

SHIMANO &
LET’S TALK HOOK-UP 

ON-THE-WATER SEMINARS
We Feature:
a  Top Name Instructors
a  Tackle provided by Shimano, Mustad, 
 Berkley, FishTrap, Eagle Claw, and more...
a  Tailored towards novice and experienced  
   anglers
a  Every angler receives a tackle package gift
a  Shimano rod and reel give-away on every 
trip
a  All trips limited load
a  Dana Landing Market staff as instruction  
  and seminar coordinators
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SEMINARS FEATURE SOME OF THESE PRODUCTS ...

Club Card discount does not apply on seminars.  80% refund 30 days prior to trip.  No refunds after that.  
Advertised rates reflect cash discount - Visa/Mastercard accepted with 3% surcharge. 50% deposit required 
at time of reservation.  Prices are all per person and do not include fishing license or Mexican Permits when 
required, food or beverages unless noted otherwise.  Fuel surcharge may apply on any and all trips.

Mustad

FOR  INFORMATION,  AVAILABILITY,
OR  RESERVATIONS  CALL

DANA  LANDING  619.226.2929

Trip 2

Trip 1

Thursday, July 9 through Saturday, July 11
A 1 ½ day trip on the “SEARCHER”

Captain Art Taylor and his seasoned professional crew will give you 
extra time on the fishing rounds plus have plenty of time to travel to 
the “big ones”. Stateroom accommodations and all food is included! 
Departs 6pm 7/12, returns 7am 7/14. $360 plus Mexican Permits and 
possible fuel surcharge.

Wed, August 5--Sat, Aug. 8
A 3-day Mini Long Range Trip on the “Searcher” 

The 95’ SEARCHER features stateroom accommodations, large gal-
ley, huge bait capacity, and plenty of fishing room. All meals included! 
This prime trip at a super price includes all the extras. $895 plus Mexi-
can permits and fuel surcharge. 1pm departure 8/6 and 8am return 

STAY TUNED FOR TRIPS TO BE ADDED LATER

GREYZONE
Continued from Page 10
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FISHING TRIPS, RESORTS, 
FISHING TACKLE AND BOAT SUPPLIES

RANCHO LEONERO RESORT
EAST CAPE  OF BAJA

 800-334-2252
10% OFF HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS (DIRECT 

BOOKINGS)
 NOT GOOD WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS

OR PACKAGES

 DANA WHARF SPORTFISHING
34675 GOLDEN LANTERN, DANA POINT  

(714) 496-5794
$5 OFF 1/2 DAY TRIPS,
$10 OFF 3/4 DAY TRIPS

H & M LANDING
2803 EMERSON ST., SAN DIEGO

(619) 222-1144
10% OFF 1/2, 3/4, OR FULL DAY TRIP

SEAFORTH SPORTFISHING
1717 QUIVIRA RD., SAN DIEGO

(619) 224-3383
$5 OFF 1/2 DAY OR 3/4 DAY TRIP

PALMAS DE CORTEZ, PUNTA
COLORADA, PLAYA DEL SOL  
BAJA EAST CAPE RESORTS

1-877-777-TUNA
10% OFF HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

(DIRECT BOOKINGS)

QUALIFIER 105
LONG RANGE FISHING

2801 EMERSON ST., SAN DIEGO 
(619) 223-2786

10% OFF ANY LONG RANGE TRIP
CABINS M AND O ONLY.

NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR CHAR-
TER PRICE

BAJA FISH GEAR
24607 NARBONNE AVE

LOMITA, CA 90717 310-517-9897
10% OFF

EXCLUDING REELS, SALE ITEMS,
AND LICENSES

ORDER YOUR LET’S TALK HOOK-UP CLUB CARD, QUALITY

100% COTTON T-SHIRT OR EMBROIDERED HAT TODAY!
Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________   
        
City______________________________State_____

Zip___________        Phone (        )______________

 Send Check to:  
 Let’s Talk Hook-up
 1220 Rosecrans St. #955
 San Diego, Ca 92106

~ Or Pay with a Credit Card ~

M/C or Visa #___________-___________-___________-___________      Exp. Date_____________

Name on credit card________________________________________
Please send me:       
_____ Let’s Talk Hook-up Club Card - $15.00                                                         _______
_____ Let’s Talk Hook-up embroidered hat-khaki $12.00 each   _______

Original “Let’s Talk Hook-up” T-Shirts:
_____ White T-Shirt - M   L   XL   XXL (circle) $15.00 each  _______
_____ Ash T-Shirt - M   L   XL   XXL (circle) $15.00 each  _______
                                                                                                               
       Subtotal: _______
SHIPPING & HANDLING - APPLIES ON ALL ORDERS (Except club Card Only)   $4.00
                                                                                                                    
   We Pay the Sales Tax!  Total: ======



PURFIELD’S PRO TACKLE
Marina del Rey

10% OFF
Excluding reels, sale items, and licenses

SEARCHER SPORTFISHING
FISHERMANS LANDING, SAN DIEGO 

(619) 226-2403  
10% OFF MULTI-DAY TRIPS

FISHERMANS LANDING TACKLE
2838 Garrison St San Diego (619)221-8500

    25% OFF ALL TACKLE RENTAL

HOOK, LINE, AND SINKER
     1224 SCOTT ST., SAN DIEGO  (619) 224-1336

    10% OFF 
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS AND INT’L. REELS

 THE LONGFIN
     2730 E. Chapman Ave.

Orange(714) 538-9300
     10% OFF

EXCLUDING REELS, LICENSES, AND SALE ITEMS

ANGLERS CENTER
419 N. NEWPORT BLVD., NEWPORT BEACH (714) 642-6662

10% OFF
EXCLUDING REELS AND LICENSES

PACIFIC EDGE BAIT & TACKLE
5044 EDINGER AVE., HUNTINGTON BEACH  (714) 840-4262

10% OFF BAIT TANKS & CROWDERS

 ANGLER’S CHOICE
1910 Rosecrans Street, SAN DIEGO, CA 92106

(619) 223-2324
10% OFF

EXCLUDING FISHING LICENSES, SALE ITEMS, AND SE-
LECTED RODS & REELS

DANA LANDING MARKET & FUEL DOCK
2580 INGRAHAM STREET, SAN DIEGO

(619) 226-2929
10% OFF TACKLE

EXCLUDING LICENSES, SALE ITEMS,
SELECTED RODS AND REELS

25% OFF FISHING SKIFF RENTAL
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10 Day Trip Aboard the Royal Star
Sat, Nov 29 to Tues, Dec 9, 2008

Join Pete Gray aboard one of San Diego’s premier long range vessels for a prime time 
big tuna trip.  For the past few years this has been the peak of the season for the giant 
yellowfin tuna.  This very popular trip will fill quickly, so be sure to book early.  Limited 
to 22 anglers- $2795 plus permits and fuel surcharge if necessary. Call Royal Star 
Sportfishing 619-224-2464 or www.royalstarsportfishing.com

Campo Evaristo Yellowtail Camping Adventure 
With Blue Water Tours

Sat, April 4 to Wed, April 8, 2009
This is the newest and most deluxe camp adventure available.  Put together by John 
and Shari Mestrin of Blue Water Tours, this camp promises to be one of the best ever 
during a great time of year.  Fly from LAX to La Paz and be transferred to Campo Evaristo 
north of La Paz.  Your camp includes your own tent with cot and bedding for 4 nights, 
all meals, water and soft drinks. A freshwater shower and toilet facility is available at 
the camp, three full days of fishing for yellowtail, cabrilla, amberjack and more.  Price 
includes all transfers, airfare, lodging, fishing, filleting and freezing your catch.  Fishing is 
two per deluxe panga from the famous Mosquito Fleet of La Paz $1379 per person.
Call Blue Water Tours- 800-799-8475   www.bluewatertours.com

Crocodile Bay Lodge, Costa Rica
Wed, April 15 to Mon, April 20, 2009

Join Pete Gray on this fabulous Costa Rican fishing adventure.  This is sure to be a trip 
full of fun, adventure, excitement and world class Sportfishing.  This is the peak of the 
famous Costa Rican sailfish season.  You will also have shots at giant blue and black 
marlin, dorado, wahoo and giant yellowfin tuna.  Inshore fishing is great for roosterfish, 
cubera snapper, amberjack , snook and more. This area is also home to some of the 
best surfing breaks in the world.  This is a very special package at a luxury resort in 
the Costa Rican jungle and represents a substantial discount from the regular season 
rates- you will save up to $875 per person!  Prices start at $2470 per person for 4 
on a 33 foot Strike boat fishing for 3 days, 4 nights lodging at Crocodile Bay Lodge 
including all meals and domestic drinks, one night at the Cariari hotel in San Jose, 
Cost Rica, all ground transfers, based on two per room.  Also offered is a non-fishing 
eco/spa adventure package for $1895 per person with credits towards your choice of 
eco tours or spa treatments.  Contact Crocodile Bay Lodge @ 800-733-1115.  www.
crocodilebay.com

Pedasi, Panama Fishing Adventure with Cass Tours
Sunday May 24th to Monday June 1, 2009

Join Rock Cod Rick Maxa on this great Panama adventure.  Trip includes four nights at 
the Villa Marina Hotel on the beach at Playa Venado, 4 days of fishing  on the famous 
tuna coast of Panama on local pangas.  You can catch yellowfin tuna, marlin, snapper, 
amberjack, roosterfish, wahoo and more.  You will also fish one day on Lake Gatun 
on the Panama Canal for Peacock Bass - an amazing day of sights and adventure.  
Included in this package is two nights in Panama City at the Riande Continental Hotel, 
in the heart of the city, 4 nights at the Villa Marina Hotel, 4 days of fishing, all meals 
at the Villa Marina, all transfers, one day fishing on Lake Gatun.  This great package 
is bargain priced for just $1890, plus airfare to Panama City.  Call Cass Tours @ 800-
593-6510  www.casstours.com

13th Annual Rancho Leonero Spring Tournament
Sat, Jun 13 to Wed, Jun 17, 2009

One of the best times of the year in the East Cape for great weather and superb fishing.   Join 
Pete Gray and Rick Maxa on this fun tournament that always sells out.  Most return year after 
year to enjoy the fun, fishing and comrodery.  You have the option to fish two or three days, 
keeping your best two days for the tournament.  Package includes four night lodging, two or three 
days of fishing, all meals and tournament entry.  For more information call Rancho Leonero at 
800- 334-2252   www.rancholeonero.com

12th Annual Kingfisher Lodge in Sitka Alaska Trip
Sun, June 21 to Thur, June 25, 2009

The end of June is the peak of the legendary king salmon run in Sitka.  It is also a great 
time to target big halibut.  After many years we were able to get the most coveted dates 
at Kingfisher Lodge for our trip.  This package includes 3 days of fully guided fishing  
(10 hour full day charters on heated cabin Sportfishing boats- maximum 4 per boat), 
4 nights lodging either at Kingfisher’s own luxury lodge or in town hotel, all meals, fish 
cleaning and processing, all fishing licenses, transfers and more.  Rates will remain 
the same for 2009 as 2008.  For more information contact Kingfisher Charters @ 800-
727-6136  www.kingfishercharters.com

3rd Annual Katmai Lodge-  
Alaskan Salmon and Giant Rainbow Trout 

Sat, Aug 15 to Wed, Aug 19, 2009
Join Pete Gray on the ultimate in giant Alaskan rainbow trout and silver salmon fish-
ing on the pristine Alagnak River in the katmai National Wilderness.  World famous 
Katmai Lodge is located right on the river so fishing is not weather dependent.  They 
have a fleet of boats, top guides and river front accommodations.  World class giant 
rainbow trout fishing with 50 fish days not uncommon on the Alagnak River or one of 
the famous fly out rivers on Katmai Lodge’s own float plane.  It is also prime time for 
silver salmon in the river, and unforgettable (and safe) close encounters with Alaskan 
brown bears.  Though an expensive trip, we have secured a special price that makes 
this remote Alaskan lodge a great deal, and the best you will find for trophy fishing in 
the Alaskan wilderness.  7 day packages are also available.  Call John Donovan at 
Time to Travel for more information and the special Let’s Talk Hook-up rate. 800-937-
7335   www.katmai.com

15th Annual Let’s Talk Hook-up/Hotel Palmas de Cortez 
Fall Fishing Spectacular

Wed, Oct 14 to Sun, Oct 18, 2009
Arguably the best time of the year for fishing, weather and fun in the east cape of Baja.  
This is the time of year when you can catch virtually anything that swims in the Sea of 
Cortez including huge blue marlin, giant yellowfin tuna, wahoo, roosterfish, sailfish and 
more.  Packages include cruiser or super panga fishing plus free entry into the tourna-
ment with great prizes.  4 nights lodging with all meals included and two or three days of 
fishing.  Call VanWormer Resorts @ 877-777 –TUNA  www.vanwormerresorts.com

WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS
185 Ave. La Pata, San Clemente (800) 290-2929

10% OFF REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE ON
WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS AND WESTERN OUTDOOR MAGAZINE

MENTION SOURCE CODE 3LTH FOR DISCOUNT WHEN PLACING ORDER

Let’s Talk Hook-up 
Club Card Update

As a member, you receive a club card good for one year entitling you to all of these one-time
discounts as well as a one year subscription (3 issues) to our newsletter delivered to you!

A note to trip participants:  All trips are booked directly with travel agents, resort, or boat.  Let’s Talk Hook-up, 
Inc. is not legally responsible for any occurrence on any and all of the above trips.  All participants agree to 
hold Let’s Talk Hook-up, Inc. harmless of all legal claims.


