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By Bob Fletcher, President, SAC

In early 1999, California Governor Gray 
Davis signed into law the Marine Life Protec-
tion Act (MLPA).  The Legislature had passed 
identical legislation the year before, but that bill 
was vetoed by then Governor Pete Wilson.  The 
bill was sponsored by the Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC), and can today be 
found in Chapter 10.5 of the California Fish & 
Game Code, Sections 2850 to 2863.  The stated 
purpose of the MLPA is to improve the array of 
marine protected areas (MPAs) existing in Cali-
fornia waters through the adoption of a Marine 
Life Protection Program and a comprehensive 
master plan.

The master plan is required to include recom-

THE MARINE LIFE PROTECTION ACT:  WILL IT 
BE SOUND CONSERVATION, OR A SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC BLOW TO RECREATIONAL 
ANGLERS?  STAY TUNED!

mendations for a preferred alternative network 
of MPAs with “an improved marine life reserve 
(no-take) component”.  The MLPA further states 
that “it is necessary to modify the existing collec-
tion of MPAs to ensure that they are designed and 
managed according to clear, conservation-based 
goals and guidelines that take full advantage of 
the multiple benefits that can be derived from 
the establishment of marine life reserves” Sec-
tion 2851(h).

Most of the foregoing information was culled 
from the DFG’s ‘MLPA SUMMARY’ page on 
the web (www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa), and is to many 
of us in the recreational fishing community a 
somewhat slanted view of the act.  This is because 

By Jenny Armstrong 

With more and more women getting in-
volved (and accepted) into fishing these days, it’s 
no wonder that 
long range trips 
are becoming a 
priority in the 
yearly schedule 
of planned trips.  
For someone that 
wants to plan a 
vacation around 
fishing and spend-
ing time on the 
water, there re-
ally is no better 
alternative than a 
long range fishing 
trip.  With com-
fortable sleeping 
accommodations 
(including air conditioning), gourmet all inclusive 
meals that rival 5 star restaurants, breath-taking 
scenery that changes daily, and the opportunity 

to fish 24 hours a day this is a fisherman (or 
woman’s) dream vacation.

Now, by no means am I an expert on long 
range fishing.  But, after many years of waiting 

for my kids to get 
old enough, I was 
finally able to go on 
my first long range 
trip on the Royal 
Star two years ago.  
The trip was the an-
nual Pacific Edge 
charter in early Au-
gust and luckily we 
were able to fish 
both offshore for 
wide open albacore 
and then at Gua-
dalupe Island for 
big yellowfin tuna, 
wahoo, and yel-
lowtail.  I could not 

have asked for a better first trip with excellent fish-
ing, an awesome and attentive crew, and a great 
bunch of old and new friends to fish alongside.  I 

broke many personal bests that trip including my 
first and biggest wahoo, biggest yellowfin, first 
long range trip, first Great White sighting, and 
the best 5 days on the water to date.

This past summer showed that no two long 
range trips are alike.  Again, I was on the Royal 
Star for another 5 day trip and this time we fished 

From L to R, Whitney Sanford, Stacy Sanford, Ali Johnson, 
and Jenny Armstrong with a 70# yellowfin tuna caught on 
the kite at Guadalupe

“Rock Cod” Rick Maxa along the 
coast with a local halibut
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HOT BITES

PETE GRAY & RICK MAXA

Hosts of Let’s Talk Hook-Up

Hook-Up

This is a great time for south-
ern California anglers.  It starts 
with the Fred Hall shows that 
can’t help but get any angler with 
a pulse pumped up for the upcom-
ing season.  As soon as the shows 
are finished in March, it is time to 
set our sights on some great fish-
ing.  Yellowtail and white sea bass 
at Catalina and San Clemente Is-
lands.  Yellowtail at the Coronado 
Islands.  Calico bass along the 
coast and the occasional forecast 
of possible tuna coming up the 
line from down south.  Yes- it is 
spring time fishing in the south-
land, certainly one of our favorite 
times to go.  

After successful winter trips 
to Campo San Nicholas in Lo-
reto in February, it just feeds our 
hunger for more!  Local fishing 
heats up, but we are especially 
excited about our sponsored trips 
this year.  We have an incredible 
array of trips to choose from:  
Panama in May, Rancho Leonero 
in June,  Kingfisher Charters in 
June, the incredible Katmai Lodge 
in Alaska in August, our Shimano 
Let’s Talk Hook-up trips all sum-
mer long and our  Polaris Supreme 
4 day in August.  Let’s not forget 
one of our most popular trips- the 
Palmas de Cortez fall spectacular 
in October.  If you have not had 
the opportunity to join us for 
this fun tournament, please do.  
Great weather and great fish-
ing and a super group of people 
whose main intention is to have a 
great time and catch a lot of fish.  
Wow- then it is 10 day long range 
season, and both of us are going 
this year- Rick on the Shogun in 
November and Pete on the Royal 
Star in November/December.  
Take a look at page 12 for more 
details on these trips and please 
join us- it will be fun!

2008 is going to be a great 
year- even with the economic 
challenges and the MLPA is-
sues- make it your best year ever 
by spending more time on the 
water!  

Happy fishing new year!! It’s 
2008 and I just returned from 10 
days of tough Baja driving. My 
destination was San Juanico, aka 
Scorpion Bay, located some 700 
miles south of Tijuana on the Pa-
cific coast. The 
surfing there 
is legendary, 
but the fish-
ing is not so 
well known. I 
went for both. 
We left south-
ern California 
on the morn-
ing of  De-
cember 21st 
and arrived 
as  the  sun 
was setting 
on Christmas 
Eve. The swell 
was chest-high, 
and we sunset 
surfed never ending waves until 
dark. Christmas morning was 
celebrated around a campfire with 
smoky pancakes. Then I went 
fishing. 

From a 10-foot longboard, I used 
a bungee cord to secure the small 

INCREDIBLE FISHING STORIES 
WITH SHAUN MOREY 

tackle box and hung a Leatherman 
off the side. Then I tucked the small 
bass rod under my arm and paddled 
around the surf break to an empty 
stretch of rocky beach pocked with 
underwater reefs and turquoise wa-

ter that indi-
cated sand. 
T h e  f i r s t 
10 minutes 
were slow so 
I paddled in 
close to the 
rocks know-
ing I risked 
losing my 
shiny new 
Rapala. The 
f i r s t  c a s t 
brought  a 
strike rath-
er than a 
snag and I 
released a 
small ca-

brilla which had been hooked by 
all three treble hooks. I realized 
my mistake, and quickly clipped 
the middle treble hook free and 
crimped the barbs on all but one 
tang of the two remaining trebles. 
I only keep what I plan to eat and 

the healthier I can release a fish 
the better. It’s my small way to 
try and keep the fisheries healthy 
for my two kids-and fishing kids 
everywhere. 

There’s something special and 
a little spooky about fishing from a 
surfboard. Your legs dangle in the 
water as shark snacks, and sudden 
swells jostle you around. It’s quiet 
without all that engine noise, and 
pleasant without the smell of fuel. 
You don’t need to worry about your 
anchor or watch for those propel-
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Berkley. The edge you need 
for fishing in the zone.

Fred Hall Fishing Tackle and Boat Show
March 5-9, 2008
Long Beach Convention Center
www.fredhall.com

Fred Hall Fishing Tackle and Boat Show
March 26-30, 2008
Del Mar Fairgrounds, San Diego, CA
www.fredhall.com 

16th Annual Orange County Boat Show
April 3-6, 2008
Anaheim Convention Center
www.scma.com

Day at the Docks
Sunday April 20,2008
San Diego Sportfishing Landings 
www.sportfishing.org

Aftco Parking Lot Sale
Saturday May 3, 2008
17351 Murphy Ave.
Irvine, CA  92714
www.aftco.com

See BOARD, Page 9

Board Fishing For Halibut in Scorpion Bay

Shaun Morey on the beach at Scorpion-
Bay with halibut and surfboard
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Full & Multi Day Trips
1. 65’ AZTEC
2. 60’ CORTEZ
3. 60’ ENDEAVOR
4. 75’ LEGEND
5. 50’ ORION
6. 65’ OUTER LIMITS
7. 72’ PACIFIC STAR
8. 65’ PACIFIC VOYAGER
9. 55’ VOYAGER
10. 65’ RENEGADE
11. 65’ DOMINATOR

1717 Quivira Rd ~ San Diego, Ca 92109
Call 619.224.3383 for info and reservations

www.seaforthlanding.com

S P  O  R T F I S H I N G

15 BOATS FOR ALL YOUR FISHING NEEDS:
1/2 Day & 3/4 Day Trips
12. 85’ NEW SEAFORTH
13. 65’ SEA WATCH
14. 75’ SAN DIEGO

Six Pack Trips
15. 36’ EL GATO DOS

Check out our 
fully stocked bait 
and tackle store!

By Bob Blum

The 10 day Let’s Talk Hook-up 
charter on the Royal Star Nov. 23-
Dec. 3 was a trip where fish, fish-
ing, and weather came together to 
produce a memorable trip.  Almost 
all of the five fishing days were 
spent in the vicinity of the Lusitania 
bank, 40-50 miles SSW of Magda-
lena Bay and a 2 1/2 day boat ride 
in the pursuit of BIG yellow fin tuna 
(YFT). Our trip total included 58 
YFT between 140 and 280 lbs. (10 
over 200) as well as another 100 or 
so between 30 and 90 lbs. The big 
YFT were often found in associa-
tion with big bottlenose dolphins 
(often called black dolphins) and 
were caught on at least 130 lb. tack-
le, whereas the smaller fish were 
caught on “light” tackle of 60-80 lb. 
and were found in association with 
the smaller common white-sided 
dolphins.  Captain Tim Eckstrom 
guided us in the choice of tackle.

All of the 21 passengers caught 
at least one tuna of 140 lbs. or better, 
and many of us achieved a personal 
best. Lisa Streeter of Idyllwild, the 
only woman on board, got three be-
tween 140 and 190 and also got the 
only wahoo –47 lbs.  Skip Howard 
of Visalia whose previous best was 
a crappie got a 221 proving that a 
lot of experience is not necessary 
(but it sure helps!). Only a few fish 
were lost thanks to the outstanding 
crew.

We were also fortunate to have 
on board two scientists, Kurt Schae-
fer and Dan Fuller, from the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commis-
sion based in La Jolla . Kurt and 
Dan were on board to tag YFT with 
geolocating archival tags.   The 
tags  are made by Loftak Wireless 
of St. Johns, Newfoundland. The 
tag consists of a 3 inch tagbody 
and a 10 inch stalk and cost about 
$1500  each. The tag is composed 
of a lithium ion battery and a min-
iature computer that is operational 

for up to six years. The computer 
records internal and external tem-
perature,  depth,  and light at one 
minute intervals.  Based on light 
records longitude and latitude can 
be estimated.  The information can 
only be obtained when the tuna is 
recaptured , the tag returned , and 
the data downloaded.  The $500 re-
ward is a good incentive to return 
the tag. 

When an angler caught a tuna, 
it was netted and then placed gently 
on a special cradle. Then, its eyes 
were covered with a chamois cloth, 
and Kurt made a one inch incision 
in the abdomen.  The tagbody was 
inserted with the stalk external and 
pointing towards the tail, and two 
sutures were placed to close the in-
cision. Finally, Dan placed a plas-

tic dart tag  (“spaghetti tag”) at the 
base of the second dorsal fin prior to 

returning the fish to the water. The 
whole process only required the 
fish to be out of the water for 1-2 
minutes. On this trip Kurt and Dan 
were able to tag 35 YFT weighing 
between 12 and 90 lbs.

One evening Dan Fuller gave us 
a talk on some of the information 
the Tuna Commission has learned 
from the YFT tagging project and 
other biological research

For example- Age of YFT in the 
Eastern Pacific:

one year ------------5.0 lbs.
two years ---------31.7 lbs.
three years --------93.7 lbs.
four years --------178.4 lbs.
five years --------261.8 lbs.

Male YFT can live for up to 8-10 
years, but females only about four 

years. The females 
rarely reach 200 
lbs. Tim Ekstrom 
said that of the 
hundreds of 200 
lb. tuna caught and 
dissected in 2005, 
only three were 
females. It is cus-
tomary to call tu-
nas weighing over 
200 lbs.  “cows,” 
but they are really 
“bulls.”

Females are 
sexually mature at 
about two years and 
can lay 1-4 million 
eggs nightly for the 
next 1 1/2 years.  
Attempts, to date, 
to raise a tuna in a 
hatchery to adult 
size have failed, 
but the work con-
tinues.

Dan also gave 
the results of the 
606 YFT tagged 
between October 

2002 and February 2007. The tag-
ging took place off the Baja coast, 
Alijos Rocks, in the Revillagigedas  
Islands, and as far south as Panama. 
Of the 606 tags placed, 217 have 
been recovered.  Purse seiners re-
covered most, but sport fisherman 
recovered 37 tags. The majority 
were recovered in the first 30 days, 
but 20% of the fish were at liberty 
for over a year.  The longest time 
between tagging and recovery was 
over   three years. At tagging this 
fish weighed approximately 30 lbs. 
and at recovery 190 lbs.

One of the most interesting be-
haviors of the YFT in the eastern 
Pacific is what the scientists call 
“bounce diving behavior”. The tunas 
spend about 20% of their daytime 

activity going rapidly and repeated-
ly from near the surface to as deep as 
800 feet. Each dive takes about 10-
12 minutes. On a graph it looks like 
they are “yo-yoing.” The tunas are 
foraging on prey organisms in the 
deep scattering layer (DSL). This 
layer rises to the surface at dusk and 
sinks back down at dawn. The DSL 
is composed of sea life such as co-
pepods, krill, squid, and small fish. 
The YFT bounce dive because they 
cannot stay in deep water due to the 
low oxygen content of the water at 
those depths.

The deepest recorded dive of a 
YFT was about 3600 feet where it 
stayed for 11/2 hours. At that depth 
the determining factor is not oxy-
gen content of the water but tem-
perature.

A widely held belief is that big 
tunas have to eat a third of their 
weight daily and eventually will 
starve to death. Both Kurt and 
Dan said this is untrue.  They said 
that YFT need to eat 4-5% of their 
weight daily regardless of size. The 
tunas that we caught on the Lower 
Banks had food in their stomachs 
that ranged in size from pelagic red 
crabs to big chunks of Humboldt 
squid. All species on earth have a 
size limit and a longevity limit.  For 
male YFT these limits seem to be 
400 lbs. and 8-10 years. For female 
YFT 200 lb. and 4 years. Blue fin 
tuna, at least in the Atlantic, can live 
25-30 years and weigh 1500 lbs.

For further information about 
the Tuna Commission including 
publications and annual reports you 
can look at www. iattc.org

A unique feature of the Royal 
Star is that all of the larger fish are 
weighed on board on a digital scale.  
After weighing, each fish is bled, 
gilled and gutted before being gen-
tly placed in refrigerated sea water  
(RSW).  This guarantees sashimi 
grade tuna on returning to the land-
ing. Weighing on board also means 
that the jackpots can be determined 
prior to returning. On this trip the 
jackpots went as follows:

1st place     Bruce Kelley:                
280 lb. YFT
2nd place    Jim Kirkpatrick:            
259 lb. YFT
3rd place     Todd Buckdoll:             
245 lb. YFT

For information about next 
year’s Let’s Talk Hook-up trip or 
any trips on the Royal Star call 619-
224-4764.

ROYAL STAR IS THE NAME-BIG YELLOWFIN IS THE GAME 

Gary White and a 200 lb. plus yellowfin tuna from 
a Let’s Talk Hook-up Royal Star trip
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2838 Garrison Street ~ San Diego, 92106   
Phone: (619) 226-2403 ~ Email: searcher@bajawhale.com

www.SearcherSportfishing.com

SEARCHER
Sportfishing

Dept 1 p.m.       Ret 8 a.m.            Days         Cost     Load             Sponsor
MAY 23  MAY 26  3   695 29 Memorial Day Special 
MAY 30  JUNE 2  3   695 29
JUNE 7  JUNE 14  7 1795 22 Penn Fishing University Open
JUNE 14  JUNE 19  5  1295 22            
JUNE 19  JUNE 22  3   775 25 
JUNE 22  JUNE 27  5 1295 22  
JUNE 27  JULY 1  4 1050 25
JULY 1  JULY 3  1.5   350 32 Departure at 6 p.m.
JULY 4  JULY 8  4 1125 29  Izorline Open-Free line!
JULY 8  JULY 12  4 1125 29 
JULY 12  JULY 14  1.5   350 32 Let’s Talk Hook-up Shimano  
       Seminar. Departure at 6 p.m.
JULY 14  JULY 17  3   875 29 
JULY 17  JULY 22  5   2nd Annual Idaho Charter
JULY 22  JULY 27  5 1395 25   
JULY 27  JULY 29  1.5   350 32 Departure at 6 p.m.
JULY 29  AUG 2  4 1125 29 Accurate Fishing Products Open 
AUG 2  AUG 6  4 1125 29 Izorline Open-Free line!
AUG 6  AUG 9  3   875 29 Let’s Talk Hook-up Shimano  
       Seminar
DEC 1  DEC 10  9 2910 22 FOR 2008--Fish down/Fly back  
       from Cabo San Lucas!

By Seth Bone

The method guides use to target 
halibut in the Sitka area is simple 
and consistent: anchor the boat on a 
productive spot, get the baits down 
on the bottom, and wait.  The termi-
nal tackle consists of a 16-24 ounce 
sinker, 2 feet of parachute cord, and 
a 20/0 circle hook with a huge gob of 
salmon scraps, guts, herring, squid 
(whatever will stick to the hook and 
get scent in the water).  The slight 
current carries the scent down-

stream, and after 30 to 60 minutes 
the halibut find it and start striking 
the baits under the boat.  This tech-
nique is tried and true, time tested 

for over 20 years.  
From some anglers’ perspec-

tive, however, waiting with the 
rod in the holder can seem a little 
boring after awhile.  That’s where 
jigging comes in.  After the hali-
but have been chummed in by the 
baits, they will often hit a jig with 
more ferocity that they hit the baits.  
I like to keep at least 2 baits down 
at all times, to keep the halibut that 
have already been chummed in, and 
to attract new ones.  That means 2 
to 3 guys can fish jigs off the stern 

and nail as many or 
more flatties as the 
guys fishing bait.  

The usual jig is a 
16 to 20 ounce lead-
head with any color 
scampi tail.  Work-
ing a jig is com-
pletely different than 
fishing bait.  While 
bait fishing, the rod 
is either held or left 
in the rod holder (it 
doesn’t matter to the 
fish).  When a hali-
but hits, the angler 
must resist the urge 
to set the hook, and 
simply wait for the 
fish to swallow the 
bait and swim off, 
thus hooking itself 
with the circle hook.  
While jigging, the 
angler is constantly 
working the jig up 
and down, and must 
be ready to swing 
hard when a fish hits.  

Halibut hit a jig like a freight train, 
and will try to spit it as soon as they 
feel the sharp steel.  When bit, you 
have to set the hook sharply upward 

and begin reeling at the same time.  
Even the best jig anglers miss a few 

strikes.  When the flattie is hooked, 
it will usually fight harder on the 
jig, and come to the surface hotter.  

Jigging is definitely a lot more 

work than bait fishing. Working a 16 
to 20 ounce jig is a lot harder on the 

arms than watching 
a rod in the holder.  
But if you’re a hard-
core angler that likes 
to feel the strike and 
set the hook, the re-
wards are worth the 
extra effort.  I’ve 
seen halibut up to 
340 pounds taken 
on jigs, and I’ve 
seen guys jigging 
and out-fishing their 
bait-fishing buddies 
2 to 1 on average 
size fish.  Hooking 
more lingcod than 
you would while 
bait-fishing is anoth-
er bonus of jigging.  
When your arms do 
need a rest, one of 
your buddies will 
likely jump at the 
chance to man the 
jig rod.  Then you 
can sip a cold one 

and give him grief for missing his 
first few strikes.

Sportfishing

Cedros Adventures
619-772-7600

Cedrosadventures@hotmail.com

Guided panga, lodging, meals, transportation, round 
trip to and from island, and fishing license.
3 persons per panga; 6 maximum per trip
2 person rooms
Family style dinners
Clean and comfortable accommodations
(beer and wine not included)
Trips depart Friday from LA/OC/SD, return Monday
30 day notice prior to booking
Rates:  LA/Cedros - $1400.00

All inclusive fishing adventure on the island of Cedros.

GIANT ALASKAN HALIBUT ON THE JIG 

While jigging, the rod is constantly working the jig 
up and down. Halibut hit a jig like a freight train. 

When a halibut hits bait, the angler must resist the 
urge to set the hook
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By Jeni Blue
President
Dana Wharf Lady Anglers

Dana Wharf Lady Anglers has 13 
charters a year, three of which are 
an overnight trip to either San Cle-
mente or Catalina Islands. Twenty 
six ladies boarded the Fury out of 
Dana Point late Sep-
tember. For years the 
Fury has been our fa-
vorite overnight boat 
because we love our 
Captain Rick Does-
burg, the crew and 
the cleanliness of the 
boat. As usual, we 
have a meeting in 
the galley before hit-
ting our bunks. Capt. 
Rick tells us our op-
tions and which is-
land is the best bet. 
Tonight he tells us 
the albacore are at 
the Cortez Bank and we are with-
in range. Everyone was so excited 
and surprised and unprepared!  We 
usually hope for a few bass with 
maybe a couple yellows if we get 
lucky.  I personally have two 12#, 
one 20# and one 30# and no belt! 
The Captain was quick to remark, 
“always be prepared!”  It was a 
long boat ride but we finally reach 
the bank around 9 A.M. The scene 
was surreal. Totally glassed off 
with albacore, dolphin and whales 

everywhere you looked. The alba-
core were flipping out of the water 
all over,  but it was by no means a 
wide open bite.  We had to work at 
it and it was worth it! The quality of 
the fish was beautiful! The best part 
was the look on the faces of the la-
dies who have never had anything 
bigger on their line than a Calico 

Bass. “Holy Mother of God! What 
is on the end of this line!” could be 
heard by one of the ladies buried 
onto the rail. We laughed so hard 
and then teased them about their 
great form later! We had landed 
44 fish with a 38# jackpot winner. 
We had to leave early afternoon in 
order to make it back by 10P.M. 
Some slept while others reminisced 
about the day. Thank you Rick, it 
was one of the most unforgettable 
trips of all time.

ON THE FURY

New to fishing, Arlene Shevitski lands 
her first albacore



man in charge of the fleet of boats, and he said that the boat was taking 
someone else out to the fishing grounds. There was another boat for us, 
but when we found our new boat, the Leader III, the crew said that they 
had been working on the engines until two that morning. That was not a 
good sign, but we decided to still go out and do some fishing. We pushed 
the Leader III away from the dock and headed towards the bait barge. 
As we slid up to the barge, we were met with a sign. NO BAIT! There 
wasn’t bait? Oh no! This trip is going to be useless! How could we get 
a Marlin without mackerel? My dad asked me if we should just have the 
captain turn the boat around, but I said no. I just wanted to go out to the 
fishing grounds and see if we could catch something. We rounded the 
arch and saw a little panga jigging up little fish. We pull up to it and they 

had mackerel! We bought 
some and dropped them 
into the bait tank. With 
newly gained optimism, 
we set back some feath-
ers and jigs and started 
our troll. I sat on the 
edge of my seat, ready 
to grab one of the rods 
at the slightest click of a 
reel. We trolled through 
the grounds off of the 
lighthouse, but we did not 
receive one bite and did 
not see anyone with fish. 
After an hour of trolling 
north of the lighthouse, 
I heard a loud exhale off 
of the starboard side of 

the Leader III. A pod of 
whales was playing on the 
surface only twenty yards 

from the boats. These migrating whales were not shy as they passed 
alongside our boat. After the amazing experience of seeing whales up 
close, our captain said that he saw diving birds and boils on the surface 
and that we would troll through it. Suddenly, one of the reels started 
screaming, “ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ” and the deckhand grabbed it and 
set the hook. He passed the rod off to me and I felt the strength and 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST FEATURE:

WE ARE LOOKING FOR ARTICLES FROM YOUTH AND LADIES FOR OUR 
NEWSLETTERS.

IT CAN BE A FUN STORY ABOUT A FAVORITE FISHING ADVENTURE, A STORY  
ABOUT HOW MUCH YOU LOVE TO FISH, OR ANY STORY RELATED TO FISHING. 
IF  YOU HAVE ACCOMPANYING PHOTOS, THAT IS GREAT TOO.

THE STORY SHOULD BE 500 TO 1000  WORDS.

SO, IF YOU ARE 16 OR UNDER OR A LADY ANGLER AND WANT TO  PARTICIPATE- 
E-MAIL YOUR STORIES TO WEBMASTER TOM AT TBALL@WEST.NET

ADVENTURE TO CABO SAN LUCAS
By Reilly Marin

Driving down I-5 to Lindbergh Field, I drowsily imagined our upcom-
ing trip to Cabo San Lucas. My dad had told me of huge Wahoo, Dorado, 
and Yellowtail roaming the abundant Pacific waters, but I had one focus 
on my mind- my first Marlin. The Striped Marlin, with its long bill, beauti-
ful colors, and impressive dorsal fin, amazed me. To see one would be an 
unforgettable experience, and catching one would be indescribable. We 
parked our car, got our tickets, boarded our planes, and were off to Cabo 
San Lucas. From the plane, I stared down at the rugged Baja landscape and 
did not know what to expect. Would I be met with a bustling city or a barren 
desert with a couple of hotels? After a couple of hours, my question was 
answered as we drove through Cabo San Lucas, and I saw upscale hotels, 
beautiful restaurants, and white sandy beaches. This was better than I’d 
ever expected! We checked 
into our hotel and my dad 
and I went to take a walk 
into the city. Just as the 
docks and landing came 
into sight, I saw a huge fish 
coming in to be weighed. I 
began sprinting towards the 
crowd gathering at the docks 
to see a five hundred pound 
Marlin being hoisted up to 
be weighed! My dad and I 
looked at each other, won-
dering if this is what we’d 
catch on our trip. We decid-
ed that we would go the next 
morning, so we set up a trip 
with a boat that seemed like 
a good choice. We strolled 
through the town checked out 
some shops and hotels, but all 
I could think about was the 
trip the next day. We returned to our hotel, and after a delicious dinner, I 
tried to go to sleep. Thinking about the next morning kept me too excited 
to be able to doze off. Thoughts of a glassy sea, bountiful catch, and seeing 
my first Marlin were the reoccurring thoughts in my head. 

We woke early and walked to the docks. We looked for the boat we 
had arranged to go with, but it was nowhere to be found. We asked the 

See CABO Page 8
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Suddenly, one of the reels started screaming, “ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ” and the deckhand 
grabbed it and set the hook. He passed the rod off to me and I felt the strength and tug of 
a fat bull dorado



2008 SCHEDULE
DATES                  DAYS      LOAD PRICE

MAY 2 MAY 19 17 24 4350  MIKKELSEN BIG FISH SPECIAL RIDE/RIDE
MAY 21 MAY 27 6 32 1465  OPEN
MAY 27 JUNE 2 6 32 1465  OPEN
JUNE 2 JUNE 8 6 32 1465  OPEN
JUNE 8 JUNE 15 7 25 2180  TROPHY SEEKERS OPEN
JUNE 15 JUNE 20 5 33 1220  OPEN
JUNE 20 JUNE 27 7 32 1700  OPEN
JUNE 27 JULY 5 8 32 2045  BRAID PRODUCTS OPEN 661-266-9791
JULY 5 JULY 10 5 33 1690  SEEKER
JULY 10 JULY 16 6 32 1915  SMITH / BELL OPEN
JULY 19 JULY 24 5 33 1690  BRAID PRODUCTS OPEN 661-266-9791
JULY 24 JULY 29 5 33 1690  SOGIOKA / STIRES OPEN
JULY 29 AUG 3 5 33 1690  FISHERMAN’S WAREHOUSE
AUG 3 AUG 8 5 33 1690  PHIL’S PROPELLERS OPEN
AUG 8 AUG 13 5 33 1690  S. CAL TUNA CLUB
AUG 13 AUG 18 5 33 1690  TUNA WARS
AUG 18 AUG 23 5 33 1690  MERRITT OPEN
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For complete information and reservations, call the EXCEL office (619) 223-7493 or 
Fisherman’s Landing (619) 221-8500 Check out our website at www.excelsportfishing.com

The Largest, Most Luxurious Long Range Sportfisher in the San Diego Fleet

the importance of no-take marine 
reserves is enhanced, while what 
is to us the most important goal, 
that of ensuring that the creation of 
MPAs is based on sound scientific 
guidelines, is relegated to the fine 
print.

In an effort to help ensure a bal-
anced perspective in the ongoing 
public policy debate, a number of 
recreational angling groups came 
together and formed the “Part-
nership for Sustainable Oceans 
(PSO)”, and are currently engaged 
and involved in the development of 
the north central phase of the MLPA 
Initiative.  Southern California is 
next!

PSO members include: United 
Anglers of Southern California 
(UASC), the Sportfishing Asso-
ciation of California (SAC), the 
American Sportfishing Association 
(ASA), the National Marine Manu-
facturers Association (NMMA), 
the Southern California Marine 
Association (SCMA), the North-
ern California Kayak Anglers and 
the Coastside Fishing Club.  To-
gether we are working within the 
process to ensure that decisions 
are made using sound science, 
with an understanding of existing 
fisheries management decisions, 
and are made only after a thorough 
socio-economic analysis has been 
completed and integrated into the 
process.

Speaking of the process, the 
administration is just beginning 
to develop the various committees 
that will participate in the southern 
California phase, and by April or 
May we expect that the Governor 
and the Resources Agency will 
have appointed the representatives 
to these important advisory bodies.  

These committees will include The 
Blue Ribbon Task Force (BRTF), 
which is a small (5-6 persons) group 
of prominent Californians with ex-
perience in public service who will 
be in charge of developing various 
alternative networks of MPAs.  An 
appointed Science Advisory Team 
(SAT), and a Regional Stakeholders 
Group (RSG) will assist in those 
deliberations.  

During the first phase of the 
MLPA process the SAT was domi-
nated mostly by scientists who ap-
peared to be advocates for MPAs, a 
serious failure.  The current phase 
has two very experienced fisheries 
biologists and a social scientist, all 
excellent additions.  The involve-
ment of the recreational angling 
community falls directly within the 
RSG.  This advisory committee will 
be appointed by the Secretary of Re-
sources and the Director of the DFG, 
and will have about 24 stakeholders 
from many different interest groups.  
There will be several representatives 
each from the recreational, com-
mercial and passenger sportfishing 
industries, the free diving industry, 
the kayak angling fleet, as well as 
environmental community reps. and 
those from the ‘public-at-large, to 
name a few.  

The role of the RSG will include 
the development of alternative net-
works of MPAs that meet minimum 
SAT science guidelines, which 
includes an ‘improved component 
of marine reserves’.  During the 
southern California phase the RSG 
will submit various alternatives that 
will then be graded for compliance 
with the science guidelines by the 
SAT.  Towards the latter stages of 
this effort the BRTF will eliminate 
different alternatives, until they 

reach one ‘preferred alternative’, 
and this and perhaps one other will 
be submitted to the Fish & Game 
Commission for final approval.

The RSG process will be in-
tense.  It will demand people who 
can swallow their frustration and 
put in the time necessary to maxi-
mize the chances that there will be a 
reasonable alternative at the end of 
the process.  The value of the PSO 
is that it represents a majority of 
recreational fishermen in California, 
and allows the recreational fishing 
community to combine financial, 
volunteer and professional resources 
in a way that will allow anglers the 
most bang for their buck!

In an effort to develop the best 
recreational anglers’ alternative, we 
need your help!  All anglers need to 
tell the PSO where you fish.  If we 
don’t know your favorite fishing 
holes, we may decide to put your 
hotspot in a marine reserve, as we 
work towards meeting the science 
guidelines of the MLPA!  You can 
email me at dart@sacemup.org, or 
give me a call at (619) 226-6455.  
The PSO has a website that will 
constantly update anglers on the lat-
est activities surrounding the MLPA 
process.  Visit www.keepamericaf-
ishing.org to learn more. 

I know many anglers are angry 
that such a potentially devastating 
blow to our fishing access was al-
lowed to work its’ way through the 
Legislature and be signed into law.  
What these angry voices fail to 
understand is that this is a political 
democracy that we live in, and since 
the founding of the U. S. the major-
ity rules.  The major environmental 
groups have long been effectively 
engaged as supporters and partici-
pants in the Legislative process, and 

when the MLPA was introduced 
it was greeted by overwhelming 
support from the members of the 
Assembly and Senate, and with a 
sympathetic Governor the MLPA 
was fast tracked and in short course 
became state law.  

We must collectively participate 
and work through the MLPA pro-
cess to come up with a result that 
provides the protections outlined in 
the Act.  The goal of the PSO and 
SAC is to prevent unnecessary clo-
sures to sportfishing in California.

All recreational anglers are 
stewards of the environment and ad-
vocates for sustainable fisheries and 
conservation.  However, we agree 
with a large number of Californians 
who believe that excessive closures 
could have a significant negative 
impact on local economies and our 
freedom to fish.  We all need to stay 
tuned in to the north central phase 
of the MLPA, as how equitably 
those anglers are treated will go a 
long way towards signaling how the 
MLPA will treat anglers in southern 
California.  Read and get educated 
and be ready to come to the many 
meetings in support of the PSO as 
we become major players in this 
political race for our sportfishing 
future!

Sportfishing is our love and our 
passion, so don’t let your favorite 
fishing spot be locked up forever.  
Get involved.  Participate in the 
process.  

Go to  www.keepamerica 
fishing.org and find out more!

We Support United Anglers

IF IT’S A CALSTAR,
YOU’RE FISHING WITH THE VERY BEST

Calstar rods 
and blanks are 

unique and 
considered by 
many to be the 
finest in the 

world

The Ultimate 
in Quality, 

Performance, 
and 

Durability

Calstar Rods are available at fine tackle stores everywhere

Visit our website: www.calstarrods.com

PROTECTION -- MLPA - Sound conservation or an economic blow?
Continued from Page 1
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E X P E R I E N C E
East Cape’s Premier Fishing Resort
Let’s Talk Hook-Up Members receive a
10% room discount in all categories

Rancho www.rancholeonero.com

Leonero (800) 646-2252

Join Pete Gray, Rick 
Maxa and their special 

expert guests each week 
for the latest fishing 

information...from deep-
sea fishing to flyfishing 

& tackle to travel.

Saturday
and

Sunday
7am - 9am

To Catch 
The Latest Line 

On Fishing, Tune In...

Upcoming guests:
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3/1 -  ROBBIE GANT
3/2 - BART HALL AND JOHN IRELAND
3/8 -  LIVE FROM FRED HALL LONG BEACH
3/9 - LIVE FROM FRED HALL LONG BEACH
3/15 -  PETE HAYNES AND BRIAN WINN
3/16 -  CAPT JOHN CONIFF AND TOM RAFTICAN
3/22 -  RICHARD CASTENEDA AND STEVE PINNARD
3/23 -  BART HALL
3/29 -  TONY REYES AND DEL MARSH
3/30 -  HAROLD DAVIS AND PAUL LEPORE

4/5 -   LIVE FROM CROWS NEST YACHTS
4/6 -   CAPT MARK PIASANO AND PAUL STRASSER
4/12 - CAPT SHAUN TROWBRIDGE
4/13 -  BOB FLETCHER AND STEVE CROOKE
4/19 -  CAPT JOEL RALSTON AND CORY SANDEN
4/20 -   CHUCK AND BOB TAFT
4/26 -   LIVE FROM THE FIESTA DE PESCA
4/27 -   CAPT BILL WILKERSON AND HARLAN BERK

5/3 -  LIVE FROM THE AFTCO PARKING LOT SALE
5/4 -  CAPT ART TAYLOR AND DICK URANGA
5/10 -   CAPT MARK WISCH
5/11 - CAPT BILL CAVANAUGH
5/17 - BILL BOYCE
5/18 -  CAPT JOHN KLEIN AND BEN SECREST
5/24 -  JUSTIN POE
5/25 -  CAPT FRANK LOPRESTE
5/31 -   CAPT ROY ROSE AND CAPT BILLY SANTIAGO

tug of a fat bull dorado. It made 
an endless, unstoppable run as the 
deckhand cast a baited mackerel 
into the chaos erupting off of the 
stern. Line suddenly began peeling 
off of the spool, he engaged the 
reel, and leaned back as the tip of 
the rod dipped down into the clear 
Pacific Ocean. He handed the rod 
to my dad and came to assist me 
with my fish. I was finally bring-
ing it towards the boat, but my dad 
had already landed his twenty-
pound dorado. The captain came 
down and tossed the dorado into 
the fish box as the deckhand cast 
out another mackerel and hooked 
another dorado. My dad landed 
this fish in a quick five minutes as 
I still struggled with my fish. This 
was the biggest fish I had ever 
fought, and I quickly learned how 
fighting dorado is such a workout. 
I finally brought my bull dorado 
to color and I was in awe of its 
beautiful colors. The deckhand 
gaffed it and brought it aboard, 
and I stared at the dorado on the 
deck. My arms felt like spaghetti, 
but I was proud of the big fish I 
caught. It was lunchtime, so we ate 
as the captain told us it was time 
for Marlin. I became excited and 
nervous, knowing I might see my 
first marlin but not knowing what 
to expect. Within twenty minutes, 
a fin appeared in our wake and a 
bill slapped one of the teasers. The 
deckhand sprinted to the stern, 
hooked a mackerel, and dropped it 
back. The Striped Marlin inhaled 
the bait and the deckhand set the 
hook. He summoned me to the 
fighting chair and gave me the rod. 
I looked up and saw the Marlin 
tail-walking one hundred yards 
off of the stern. I stared in awe of 
my favorite fish, but the deckhand 
reminded me that I needed to reel 
it in. I began fighting the Marlin, 

but it kept taking line. I finally was 
able to stop it, but we played tug-
of-war for nearly twenty minutes. 
The majestic Marlin finally gave up, 
and I was able to bring him up to 
the boat. Before the deckhand could 
grab the leader, the Striped Marlin 
made one last beautiful jump only 
ten yards off the stern. I reeled in 
the remaining line as the deckhand 
grabbed the leader. I ran over to the 
starboard side and looked down at 
the one fish I had come to catch. I 
never thought it was possible, but 
I was looking down at a Striped 
Marlin that I had caught. This 
whole trip was a success because 
of this one fish. The deckhand told 
me that it was 160-180 pounds. He 
unhooked the Marlin and we told 
them that we want to release it. My 
dad and I didn’t want to kill such a 
beautiful animal just for our fifteen 
minutes of fame back at the docks. 
The captain slowly moved the boat 
as the deckhand revived the Marlin. 
It started swimming and he let go 
of the amazing fish. My dad and I 
watched as it swam down through 
the beautiful clear ocean, a memory 
I will never forget.

After returning to the docks, 
we went back to the hotel to tell my 
mom and my sister about the amaz-
ing day we had. We took the Dorado 
fillets and cooked them up in our 
little hotel-room kitchen. They were 
a delicious way to end a wonderful 
adventure.

We spent the rest of the week 
exploring Cabo San Lucas and 
shore-fishing with bass gear for 
Pompano and Bonito. It was an 
amazing trip that I hope to do again, 
and a memory that will stay with 
me forever.

CABO -- One of the reels started screaming, “ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ”
Continued from Page 6

Advertise your business in the 
Let’s Talk Hook-up Newsletter!

For information contact:
Tom Ball

phone:  541-285-8381
e-mail:  tball@west.net
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BOARD -- Legs dangle in the water as shark snacks
Continued from Page 2
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www.bajafishgear.comSpecializing in
LOCAL - LONG RANGE & BIG GAME TACKLE

NEW, USED, & COLLECTABLE
BUY, SELL, TRADE & CONSIGN

ROD & REEL SERVICE, CUSTOM & REPAIR
CA & MEXICAN LICENSES

BAIT

$20.00 0FF*
BAJA FISH GEAR®

We make fishing more catching!®
24603 NARBONNE AVENUE, LOMITA, CA 90717

(310) 517- 9897       OPEN 7 DAYS
*ON YOUR NEXT IN-STORE PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE

LIMIT 1 COUPON PER CUSTOMER
VALID UNTIL May 31, 2008

NOT USABLE FOR FISHING LICENSES OR CONSIGNMENTS



the hooks were mostly barbless. It 
took about 10 minutes, and as I slid 
the good-sized flattie up onto the 
hard sand, a small crowd gathered. 
Photos were snapped, high fives 
were exchanged, the fish was iced, 
and then I hit the waves for some 

epic minute-
long rides on 
the best Christ-
mas day of my 
adult life. You 
can email me 
a t  smorey@
incrediblefish-
ingstories.com 
for more infor-
mation or just 
to talk fish. I’ll 
be b logging 

more of my re-
cent fishing trips over the next 
month, and I’ll include as many 
photos as I can. All the best to all 
of you, and may you always have 
the fisherman’s luck in your tackle 
box!!

ler-bending rocks. Best of all, you 
can get to places a boat can’t go 
and a surfcaster can’t reach. And 
because you slide in on top of the 
water, the fish don’t know you’re 
there. 

I played around in the rocks 
a little longer 
before moving 
out to a patch 
of turquoise wa-
ter that looked 
about  8  fee t 
deep. I lobbed 
the rapala and 
cranked hard 
to get it down 
when the bass 
rod bowed to the 
waterline and 
my 10-pound 
test line melted from the reel. The 
battle was brief but exciting as the 
fish tried to take me into shore. 
I kept its head up and soon was 
staring into the toothy smile of a 
keeper halibut. After a few whoops 
and hollers I clenched the rod in my 
teeth and began the slow paddle 
back to shore. I had to paddle back 
around the surfers and then time 
the swells into the beach. I also 
had to make sure the line stayed 
taut to the fish, especially since 

I kept its head up and soon was star-
ing into the toothy smile
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Important note to those who submit photos:
 All photos, once submitted, become the property of Let’s Talk Hook-up, Inc. and may be re-

printed and/or used on at the discretion of Let’s Talk Hook-up. All photos of minors need their 
parents’ or guardian’s written permission before we can publish them.

hookup1090.com
On the web the Let’s Talk Hook-Up “Links Page” is 

loaded with links to informative pages including:

Send us your favorite fishing photo or story by mail 
or e-mail and it might end up as a featured item on 
our website or in the Let’s Talk Hook-Up newsletter.

Berkley Fishing Products
Rancho Leonero
Turner’s Outdoorsman
Fisherman’s Landing
Shimano
Shogun
Blue Water Tours
San Diego Sportfishing Council
Ford Motor Company
Bob Baker Auto Group
Kingfisher Charters
Qualifier 105
Dana Wharf Sportfishing
Cass Tours
Royal Star
Fisherman’s Landing Tackle
Sportfishing Association of
California (SAC)
Playa del Sol, Palmas de Cortez,
Punta Colorada
H & M Landing
Seaforth Sportfishing
Vessel Assist/Boat US
Yamaha USA
Dana Landing
Polaris Supreme
Searcher Sportfishing
Fish Trap Lures
Terrafin Sea Temperatures
Go Boating America
Pacific Edge Tackle
AA Marine

United Anglers of
Southern California
Hawthorne Machinery
Anglers Center
Excel Sportfishing
Pacific Queen Sportfishing
Point Loma Sportfishing
Calstar Fishing Rods
Western Outdoor
News Subscription
Royal Polaris
Bongos Sportfishing
Aftco Manufacturing
Red Rooster III
Point Loma Seafoods
Sea Witch Marine
Davis Boats
22nd St. Landing
Fred Hall Fishing Show
Hook Line & Sinker
Tag Toys Desktop
Fishing Knot
American Angler
Nielsen Beaumont Marine
Legend SportFishing
Kicker Jigs
Sundance Marine
Independence Sportfishing
Schock Boats
Sato’s Custom Tackle
The Longfin
Tony Reyes Fishing Tours

off shore and Cedros Island.  As 
expected it was another incredible 
trip with albacore, dorado, and a lot 
of yellowtail.  I threw a surface iron 
until my shoulder wouldn’t let me 
anymore, watching as the yellowtail 

exploded on the jig right at the boat.  
We pulled up to multiple paddies 
and the fish practically charged the 
boat resulting in instant hookups 
for just about everyone on board.  It 
was a different kind of fishing than 
my previous 
trip but just 
as exciting.

Like all 
trips, it is usu-
ally the crew 
that can make 
or break the 
exper ience 
and the crew 
of the Royal 
Star is second 
to none.  Be-
ing a creature 
of habit that I 
am, I will al-
ways choose 
to fish on the 
Royal Star 
knowing that 
the one con-
stant will be 
their desire to 
achieve the 
highest level 
of customer 
satisfaction.  
Fo r  tha t  I 
can always 
depend on.  
Plus Randy, Tim, and Brian’s in-
nate abilities to find fish gives me 
the confidence that if the fish are 

biting they will find them.
For ladies that are looking into 

“going long” in the next year or two, 
I would encourage you to find a part-
ner to go along with you.  Whether it 
is a spouse, friend, older child, etc. 

that time on the water spent together 
strengthens the bond that you share.  
Plus it gives you a roommate that 
you are familiar with.  If you do go 
at it alone, many of the boats will try 
their best to accommodate you so 

that you are 
comfortable 
w i t h  y o u r 
sleeping ar-
rangements.   
If this is your 
first trip, you 
might want 
to start with 
a shorter trip 
of 3-4 days 
a n d  w o r k 
your way up 
to the longer 
trips.  After 
my first 5 day 
I was hooked 
on long range 
fishing and 
knew that I 
would want 
to do a longer 
trip someday.  
Now that the 
kids a re a few 
years older, I 
look forward 
to planning 
my first 10 
day trip.

Obviously there are many boats 
to choose from so talk to others that 
have fished on the various boats and 

LADIES -- Excellent fishing, an awesome and attentive crew
Continued from Page 1

listen to their experiences.  Go down 
to the landings and check out the 
boats.  Day at the Docks is coming 
up on April 20th which provides an 
excellent opportunity to check out 
the boats and talk to the owners and 
operators.  Listen to the guest speak-
ers on Lets Talk Hookup that own 
these long range boats and the callers 
who call in with their thoughts.  The 
Fred Hall Shows in Long Beach and 
Del Mar give you access to the entire 
long range fleet with their schedules, 
pricing, and answers to your ques-
tions available all in one place.  And 
of course check the internet for just 
about any question you want an-

swered about any individual boat.
        As a part of the United An-

glers Saltwater Woman Program, I 
would like to extend an invitation 
to all the ladies out there to fish on 
the Pacific Edge charter onboard 
the Royal Star this summer.  For 
more information you can email me 
at Jenny@UnitedAnglers.com.  Or 
call Tracy in the Royal Star office at 
(619)224-4764.

Ali Johnson and Jenny Armstrong with two quality yellowtail caught 
offshore on a kelp paddy onboard the Royal Star this past summer

Jenny Armstrong with her 57# Guadal-
upe wahoo caught on the royal Star with 
a Braid Marauder
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SHIMANO & LET’S TALK HOOK-UP 
ON-THE-WATER SEMINARS

BIGHT FISHING PRODUCTS

WWW.KICKERJIGS.COM

We Feature:
a  Top Name Instructors
a  Tackle provided by Shimano, Mustad, Berkley,   
 FishTrap, Kicker, and more...
a  Tailored towards novice and experienced anglers
a  Every angler receives a tackle package gift
a  Shimano rod and reel give-away on every trip
a  All trips limited load
a  Barry Brightenburg as instruction coordinator
a  Dana Landing Market staff as seminar coordinators
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SEMINARS FEATURE SOME OF THESE PRODUCTS ...

Club Card discount does not apply on seminars. 80% refund 30 days prior to trip. No refunds after that. 
Advertised rates reflect cash discount - Visa/Mastercard accepted with 3% surcharge. 50% deposit required at time of reservation.

Prices are all per person and do not include fishing license or Mexican Permits when required, food or beverages unless noted otherwise. 
Fuel surcharge may apply on any and all trips

Mustad

FOR  INFORMATION,  AVAILABILITY,  OR  RESERVATIONS  
CALL  DANA  LANDING  619.226.2929

Trip 6

Trip 5

Trip 4

Trip 3

Trip 2

Trip 1
Sunday, May 18 –Fish Trap Lures and San Clemente Island aboard the “FREEDOM’
Join Fish Trap Lure’s Barry Brightenburg on a special trip to improve your skills fishing swim baits. San 
Clemente Island is known for its incredible bass fishing, a perfect spot to hone your lure skills. This is also a 
good time for yellowtail and white sea bass. Departs 22nd Street Landing at 9:00 Saturday May 17. $130 per 
person.

Wednesday, June 18 – Friday, June 20--1 ½ day trip on the “ISLANDER”
Built originally as the RED ROOSTER II, the 88’ ISLANDER played a critical role in developing today’s long range fleet. The 
ISLANDER features stateroom accommodations, huge bait capacity, RSW systems to store your catch, as well as the most modern 
fish finding equipment. Captain Shane Slaughter and John Conniff bring their experience and enthusiasm to the helm as new owners 
of the boat. All food included on this limited loaload trip. Departs 10pm 6/18 and returns approx. 8am on 6/20. $340 plus Mexican 
Permits.food included on this limited load trip. Departs 10pm 6/18 and returns approx. 8am on 6/20. $340 plus Mexican Permits.

Saturday, July 12 through Monday, July 14—A 1 ½ day trip on the “SEARCHER”
Captain Art Taylor and his seasoned professional crew will give you extra time on the fishing rounds plus 
have plenty of time to travel to the “big ones”. Stateroom accommodations and all food is included! Departs 
6pm 7/12, returns 7am 7/14. $350 plus Mexican Permits and possible fuel surcharge.

Wed, August 6--Sat, Aug. 9—A 3-day Mini Long Range Trip on the “Searcher” 
The 95’ SEARCHER features stateroom accommodations, large galley, huge bait capacity, and plenty of 
fishing room. All meals included! This prime trip at a super price includes all the extras. $875 plus Mexican 
permits and fuel surcharge. 1pm departure 8/6 and 8am return 8/9.

Fri, Aug 22—Mon, Aug. 25—3 day trip on the “LEGEND”
Join Captain Shaun Trowbridge on one of Southern California’s most popular boats. The “LEGEND” has 
gained the reputation as one of the most productive offshore operations. Add with the free and easy parking 
at Seaforth Sportfishing and this trip is a real winner. All food included. $715 plus Mexican Permits and fuel 
surcharge. 9pm departure 8/22 and returns 5pm 8/25.

Sun, Sept 28—A ¾ day Coastal Kid’s trip from Seaforth Sportfishing
This fun ¾ day kid’s trip aboard the “San Diego” from Seaforth Sportfishing is one of our most popular. 
Hurry and book early, as they fill fast. 6:30am departure and 4pm return. Adults $85 and kids 15 and under 
$65 plus Mexican permits and possible fuel surcharge.
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FISHING TRIPS, RESORTS, 
FISHING TACKLE AND BOAT SUPPLIES

RANCHO LEONERO RESORT
EAST CAPE  OF BAJA

 800-334-2252
10% OFF HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS (DIRECT 

BOOKINGS)
 NOT GOOD WITH OTHER DISCOUNTS

OR PACKAGES

 DANA WHARF SPORTFISHING
34675 GOLDEN LANTERN, DANA POINT  

(714) 496-5794
$5 OFF 1/2 DAY TRIPS,
$10 OFF 3/4 DAY TRIPS

H & M LANDING
2803 EMERSON ST., SAN DIEGO

(619) 222-1144
10% OFF 1/2, 3/4, OR FULL DAY TRIP

SEAFORTH SPORTFISHING
1717 QUIVIRA RD., SAN DIEGO

(619) 224-3383
$5 OFF 1/2 DAY OR 3/4 DAY TRIP

PALMAS DE CORTEZ, PUNTA
COLORADA, PLAYA DEL SOL  
BAJA EAST CAPE RESORTS

1-877-777-TUNA
10% OFF HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

(DIRECT BOOKINGS)

QUALIFIER 105
LONG RANGE FISHING

2801 EMERSON ST., SAN DIEGO 
(619) 223-2786

10% OFF ANY LONG RANGE TRIP
CABINS M AND O ONLY.

NOT GOOD WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR CHAR-
TER PRICE

BAJA FISH GEAR
24607 NARBONNE AVE

LOMITA, CA 90717 310-517-9897
10% OFF

EXCLUDING REELS, SALE ITEMS,
AND LICENSES

ORDER YOUR LET’S TALK HOOK-UP CLUB CARD, QUALITY

100% COTTON T-SHIRT OR EMBROIDERED HAT TODAY!
Name______________________________________

Address____________________________________   
        
City______________________________State_____

Zip___________        Phone (        )______________

 Send Check to:  
 Let’s Talk Hook-up
 1220 Rosecrans St. #955
 San Diego, Ca 92106

~ Or Pay with a Credit Card ~

M/C or Visa #___________-___________-___________-___________      Exp. Date_____________

Name on credit card________________________________________
Please send me:       
_____ Let’s Talk Hook-up Club Card - $15.00                                                         _______
_____ Let’s Talk Hook-up embroidered hat-khaki $12.00 each   _______

Original “Let’s Talk Hook-up” T-Shirts:
_____ White T-Shirt - M   L   XL   XXL (circle) $15.00 each  _______
_____ Ash T-Shirt - M   L   XL   XXL (circle) $15.00 each  _______
                                                                                                               
       Subtotal: _______
SHIPPING & HANDLING - APPLIES ON ALL ORDERS (Except club Card Only)   $4.00
                                                                                                                    
   We Pay the Sales Tax!  Total: ======



PURFIELD’S PRO TACKLE
Marina del Rey

10% OFF
Excluding reels, sale items, and licenses

SEARCHER SPORTFISHING
FISHERMANS LANDING, SAN DIEGO 

(619) 226-2403  
10% OFF MULTI-DAY TRIPS

FISHERMANS LANDING TACKLE
2838 Garrison St San Diego (619)221-8500

    25% OFF ALL TACKLE RENTAL

HOOK, LINE, AND SINKER
     1224 SCOTT ST., SAN DIEGO  (619) 224-1336

    10% OFF 
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS AND INT’L. REELS

 THE LONGFIN
     2730 E. Chapman Ave.

Orange(714) 538-9300
     10% OFF

EXCLUDING REELS, LICENSES, AND SALE ITEMS

ANGLERS CENTER
419 N. NEWPORT BLVD., NEWPORT BEACH (714) 642-6662

10% OFF
EXCLUDING REELS AND LICENSES

PACIFIC EDGE BAIT & TACKLE
5044 EDINGER AVE., HUNTINGTON BEACH  (714) 840-4262

10% OFF BAIT TANKS & CROWDERS

 ANGLER’S CHOICE
1910 Rosecrans Street, SAN DIEGO, CA 92106

(619) 223-2324
10% OFF

EXCLUDING FISHING LICENSES, SALE ITEMS, AND SE-
LECTED RODS & REELS

DANA LANDING MARKET & FUEL DOCK
2580 INGRAHAM STREET, SAN DIEGO

(619) 226-2929
10% OFF TACKLE

EXCLUDING LICENSES, SALE ITEMS,
SELECTED RODS AND REELS

25% OFF FISHING SKIFF RENTAL
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Let’s Talk Hook Up
Panama, A True Fishing Adventure

Sun, May 4 through Mon, May 12, 2008
Join Pete Gray and Richard Casteneda on this great fishing adventure to the 
“Tuna Coast” where you will have the opportunity to catch Marlin, Sailfish, Wa-
hoo, Yellow Fin Tuna, Dorado, Roosterfish, Cubera Snapper, Amberjack, Pargo, 
Sierra Mackerel plus a variety of other types of fish. Fishing in Lake Gatun for the 
Peacock Bass is incredible, not only will you catch a bunch of Peacocks in the 
1 to 5 pound class but the jungle that surrounds the lake contains lots of animal 
life such as monkeys, huge crocodiles, manatees, parrots and macaws, etc….

The package price for this fishing adventure to Panama is $1645.00 per person 
based on two per room and two per boat and will include all ground transporta-
tion while in Panama, first and last two nights hotel room in Panama City including 
daily breakfast, 5 nights at the Villa Marina, 4 days panga fishing, one day fishing 
in Lake Gatun, all taxes, breakfasts, lunch and dinner while at the Villa Marina. 
Not included is round trip airfare from the U.S. to Panama, tips for panga guides, 
hotel staff at the Villa Marina, baggage handling in Panama City and the bus driver. 
This is probably the lowest price trip you will find in Panama for this many days 
fishing.  For questions, airfare and reservations call Cass Tours at 800-593 6510.

12th Annual Rancho Leonero Spring Tournament
Sat, Jun 7 through Wed, Jun 11, 2008

One of the best times of the year in the East Cape for great weather and superb fishing. 
Join Pete Gray and Rick Maxa on this fun tournament. This year we’re adding a new 
twist; you have the option to fish two or three days keeping your best two days for the 
tournament results. Package includes four nights lodging, two or three days of fishing, 
all meals, and tournament entry. For more information call the Rancho Leonero office 
at (800) 334-2252.

11th Annual Kingfisher Lodge in Sitka Alaska Trip
Sun, June 15 through Thur, June 19, 2008

The end of June is the peak of the legendary king salmon run in Sitka. It is also a great 
time to target big halibut.  It took us several years to get Seth to give us these dates 
for our trip, as it is considered the absolute prime part of the king run. You will also 
have the opportunity to catch huge rock fish. This package to Kingfisher Lodge in Sitka 
includes 3 days of fully guided fishing each day (10 hour full day charters on 26’ heated 
cabin cruisers with no more than 4 persons per boat), 4 nights lodging, breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, snacks, and soft drinks each day, fish cleaning, vacuum packing, freezing, and 
boxing, all necessary fishing licenses, all fishing gear, tackle, bait, rain gear, airport 
pickups, and transportation in Sitka. For more information and reservations please 
contact Kingfisher Charters at (800)-727-6136.

Katmai Lodge - King Salmon Alaska
Sat, Aug 16 through Wed, Aug 20, 2008

The ultimate in giant Alaskan rainbow trout and silver salmon fishing on the pristine 
Alagnak River in the Katmai National Wilderness. World famous Katmai Lodge is lo-
cated right on the river so fishing is not weather dependent. They have a fleet of boats 
powered by new Yamaha 4 stroke outboards, top guides, river-front accommodations 
and superb food. You have the opportunity to fish for world class rainbow trout with 50 
fish days not uncommon on trout up to ten pounds plus dolly varden and arctic grayling. 
You will also be able to catch silver, pink and chum salmon- the Alagnak will be loaded 
with salmon! Trip includes guided fishing (up to 12 hours per day if you wish) and the 
option to fly-out to another remote river destination ($375 value) for only $300. This is 
the best value for a quality, remote Alaskan trophy fishing lodge.  4 night trip August 
16-20, 2008, $3495 per person (discounted $500 per person) (4 days of fishing), $300 
per fly out- discounted $75 per person.  You can also go on the 7 day trip if you wish -  
August 16- 23,2008, $4750 per person- (discounted $800 per person) 7 days of fishing, 
$300 per person for fly out- discounted $75.  Tax, license, one night hotel in Anchorage 
and meals in route additional - airfare not included.  Call John Donovan to book at this 
special rate  714-524-1370 or 800-937-7335  www.katmai.com

4 Day Trip Aboard the Polaris Supreme
Tues, Aug 19 through Sat, Aug 23, 2008

Join Rock Cod Rick Maxa and Fish with less people and enjoy more space at the rail on this 
prime time 4 day trip.  Captain Tommy Rothery and his expert crew will take you to some of the 
best summer fishing in the world.  Trip departs at 2 PM on August 19 and returns 7am on August 
23.  Limited to 24 passengers.  $1345 plus Mexican permits.  Call 619-390-7890 or check www.
polarissupreme.com

5 Day Trip Aboard The Searcher  
Fri, Sep 5 through Wed, Sept 10, 2008

Join Captain Art Taylor and his crew for a prime time 5 day trip.  This is
the time when such hot spots like Guadalupe Island and Cedros Island go off,
add in the potential for great offshore fishing to complete the trip.  Trip
includes al l  food and is value priced at just $1395 plus permits and
possible fuel surcharge.  The tr ip is l imited to only 25 anglers.  Call
Searcher Sportf ishing 619-226-2403 or www.searchersportf ishing.com

6 Day Long Range Adventure Aboard the Excel
Thur, Sept 18 through Wed, Sept 24, 2008

Six days of prime time fishing aboard the largest and most luxurious sportfishing boat 
in the world.  This six day adventure opens up many possible destinations, and you 
can be sure Captain Justin Fleck and his expert crew will take you to the finest fish-
ing available for tuna, wahoo, yellowtail, and more. This trip fills fast, so don’t wait to 
book your spot! $1915 plus permits and fuel surcharge. Call 619.223.7493 or www.
excelsportfishing.com

 14th Annual Let’s Talk Hook-up/Hotel Palmas de Cortez 
Fall Fishing Spectacular

Wed, Oct 15 through Sun, Oct 19, 2008
Special fishing packages available: 
Standard room/standard cruiser
Deluxe suite with super cruiser 
Condos with super cruiser 
Super panga packages
All packages include 5 days/4 nights accommodations, 
3 meals per day, 
2 days of fishing, entry into the fun tournament with great prizes and surprises, hotel 
tax, hotel gratuity, plus welcome cocktail.  
Packages do not include airfare or transfers.
Call today! 877-777-TUNA

10 Day Trip Aboard the Shogun
Sun, Nov 16 through Wed, Nov 26, 2008

Join Rock Cod Rick Maxa aboard the luxurious and spacious Shogun for the peak of 
the big tuna season. Captains Norm Kagawa and Bruce Smith will depart at noon on 
November 16th and return the day before Thanksgiving early in the morning. Over the 
past few years, this time period is considered the ideal time to target giant yellowfin tuna 
on the banks of southern Baja.  Limited to 22 passengers.  $2740 plus permits and fuel 
surcharge.  Call 619-226-8030 or check out www.shogunsportfishing.com

WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS
185 Ave. La Pata, San Clemente (800) 290-2929

10% OFF REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE ON
WESTERN OUTDOOR NEWS AND WESTERN OUTDOOR MAGAZINE

MENTION SOURCE CODE 3LTH FOR DISCOUNT WHEN PLACING ORDER

Let’s Talk Hook-up 
Club Card Update

As a member, you receive a club card good for one year entitling you to all of these one-time
discounts as well as a one year subscription (3 issues) to our newsletter delivered to you!

A note to trip participants:  All trips are booked directly with travel agents, resort, or boat.  Let’s Talk Hook-up, 
Inc. is not legally responsible for any occurrence on any and all of the above trips.  All participants agree to 
hold Let’s Talk Hook-up, Inc. harmless of all legal claims.


